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the Watchman of the South, 
PHRISTIAN CHARACTER No.—il. 
. As Christians derive their name from Christ, 


their character is derived from union with 


him. ‘This union is formed and continued by 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The same 
Spirit. which was: poured on Christ, and by 
which fie was anointed as the Messiah, is also 
granted to all who were chosen in him before 


¢ the foundation of the world; and this is their 


-#oointing by which they become Christians, or 
anointed ones, for as the word Christ signifies 
anointed, s0 the word Christian may be inter- 
preted to mean, persons consecrated by a spirit- 
fal unction. And as Christ’s reception of the 
Spirit, was a consecration to his mediatorial 
office ; so when any become Christians by the 
indwelling of the Spirit of Christ, they are made 
kings and priests unto God and the Father. 
The title Christian, therefore, is the most honour- 
able title which they can bear. It shows not only 
a relation to Christ, the King of Zion, the 
Priest of the Most High God, and the Prophet 
_ Of Israel ; but a likeness to him in his mediato- 
rial character. But the résemblance does no! 
bios ares for Christians are like to Christ in 
the moral features of the inner man. They bear 
is image. 
‘‘predestinated, to be conformed to. the image 
of his Son.” As they have borne the image of 


the earthy, so also shall they bear the image of 


the heavenly; for as our connection with the 
first Adam is the source of all our sin and mis- 
ery; so our union to the second Adam is the 
source of all our spiritual blessings. Were it 


_ not for this blessed union, what He has done 


and suffered in fulfilling the law, never could 
avail to our salvation. It is in virtue of the. be- 
liever’s union with Christ that his perfect right- 
eousness can be imputed to them. The Judge 
of all the earth must do right. He cannot jus- 
tify the wicked; and as every man isa sinner, 


* jt is evident “that by the deeds of the law no 


man can be justified in his sight. Christ, the 
Mediator, it is true, has perfectly obeyed. the 
law and suffered its penalty; and his obedience 
and sufferings in consequence of the divinity of 
his person, are of infinite value, but as Jong as 
ho union exists between Him. and the sinner, 
what he has done has no effect on his legal 


condition. Accordingly, bis. own elect remain | 


under condemnation, even as others, ugtil an 
union with Christ is formed; and no sooner is 
this effected, than the condemned creature pass- 
es into a state of. justification, and can no more 
come into condemnation, becausg: the perfect 


_ righteousness of Christ is set down to his ac- 


count, for so intimate is this union, that the be- 
liever is viewed as legally one with Christ. 
And as fuith, the first exercise of a soul united 


to Christ, is commenced in consummating 


this union as it apprehends and evinces this 
justifying righteousness, believers are properly 
said to be justified by faith, and by faith only ; 
for other graces being the fruits of faith, do not 
concur in the formation of this union, but are 
the consequences of it. But even faith is rather 
the sign of this union, than the principal bond, 
which, as was’ said, is the Spirit of Christ dwell- 
‘ing as a fountain of life, in the hearts of be- 
lievers. ‘*He that is joined to the Lord is one 
spirit.” It is in consequence of this, that we 
are said to be in Christ, and Christ in us. 


There is a mutual indwelling by the partici- 


pation of the same Spirit. 


This doctrine of the real union between’ 


Christ and believers, is not a mere human theo- 


_ Ty, invented to prop up a particular system; it is 


one of the truths of the New Testament which 
is most clearly and frequently inculcated. And 
the closeness of the anion is set forth by meta- 
phors and sim‘litudes which are as strong as ‘can 

found in nature; and in one instance the Di- 
vine Teacher goes beyond all created things for 
‘acompurison to represent the intimacy of the 
union of believers with himself. As this is the 
vital part, the very heart of all spiritual, prac- 
tical religion, let us briefly contemplate some of 
‘those precious texts of Holy Scripture in which 
‘this doctrine is most clearly exhibited. 

In the xv: 5, of the Gospel accotding to 
‘John, it is thus written, “ I am the vine, ye are 
the branches; he that abideth in me and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for 
without me ye can do nothing. Ifa man abide 
not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and ts 
withered, and men gather ghem and cast them 
‘into the fire and they are burned. If ye abide 
‘in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you. 
‘Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit, so shall ye be my disciples.” 
‘These words need no comment; they cannot be 
‘made plainer, Christians are here represented 
as entirely dependent on Christ for every good 
‘influence, by which good fruit is produced; as 
the branch is dependent on the root and stalk 
of the vine for all that life and vigour by which 
it is rendered fruitful. And as the branch, 
when severed from the vine, cannot possibly 
‘have life in itself, or bring forth any fruit; so 
the Christian without union to Christ, is no bet- 
ter than a withered branch, and cah no more 
bring forth ‘fruit than a dead branch can _ bear 
‘grapes. We also learn from this passage, that 
our success in obtaining what we ask in prayer, 
is owing to ovr union with Christ. 

- This union is in Scripture, more copes 
represented under the figure of the members ol 
‘the hamun body united to the head, and all per- 
vaded and animated by one vital spirit, than by 
any other similitude. Paul offen dwells on this 


‘subject, and évery where sufficiently shows how | 


‘important it was in his view. ‘Thus, in his 


Epistle to the Ephesians, iv: 15, speaking | 


‘the truth in love, may grow up unto him in all 
things, which is the Head, even Christ, from 
whom the whole body, fitly joined together, and 


“compacted by that which every joint supplieth 


‘according to the effectual working im the mea- 
‘sure of every part, maketh increase of the body, 
unto the edifying of itself in love.” And in 


‘Col. #: 18, «He is the head of the body, the 


“Church.” © Again, 1 Cor. vi: 15, “Know ye 
‘not that your bodies are the members of Christ ? 
“What! know ye not that your bodies are the 
‘temple of the Holy Ghost?” | 
‘in Corsxii: 12, For as the body is one, and 


“hath miany members, and all the members of 
that ‘one body being many, are one body ; 80] 


‘also‘is’Christ.. For by one Spirit are we all 


-| ye are the body 


ennun, ineix months, | 
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As the apostle Paul says, they were: 


But more fully 


baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, ‘whether we be bond or free, and 
have all been made to drink of one Spirit. For 
the body is not one member, but many—Now 
of Christ and members in par- 


- The apostle, in this chapter, enters intoa mi- 
nite and interesting consideration of the unity 
of so many members constituting one harmoni- 
ous whole ; for in the natural body there is no 
schism, and no member however small, or com- 
| paratively unimportant, is despised and rejected 
by the others, as useless; but every member is 
felt to be necessary in its place, to the perfection 
of the whole. And the vital spirit which per- 
vades and animates the whole body, causes to 
‘be felt a mutual sympathy among all the mem- 
bers ; so that when one member suffers, all the 
‘members, suffer with it ; or one member be hon- 
oured, all the members rejoice with it.” What 
a striking illustration of what the Christian 
Ahurch ought to be, and is, so far as it ispervaded 
and sanctified by the Spirit ef Christ, which is 
to the spiritual body, what life is to the natural 


| 
' "The marriage bond, as being the most close 
and intimate of all instituted connexions among 
men, is well suited to represent the union sub- 
sisting between Christ and his Church ; and ac- 
cordingly, it is much employed by the sacred 
writers, for this purpose; especially in the Old 
‘Festament, and in the Poetical Scriptures, as in 
the xiv. Psalm, in the Song of Solomon, and 
frequently also by the Propheth: Christ also 
compares himself to the bridegroom; and in the 
book of Revelation one of the seven angels said, 
** Come hither, 1 will:show thee the bride, the 
Eamb’s wife.” And Paul dues not omit this 
figure, but in Eph. v: 238, he says, “ For the 
husband is-the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the Head of the Church, and he is the Saviour 
of the body. Therefore, as the Church is sub- 
ject unto Christ, so let wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing. - Husbands love your 
wives even as Christ also loved the Church, and 
gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water’ by the 
word. That He might preseht it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that it should be holy and 
‘without blemish. So ought men to love their 
wives as their awn bodies. He that loveth his 
wife, loveth himself; for no man ever yet hated 
his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 
even as the Lord the Church. For we are mem- 
bers of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
his mother, and shall be jotned unto his wife, 
and they two shall be one flesh. This is a 
great mystery ; but [ speak concerning Christ 
and the Church. Nevertheless, let every one 
of you in particular, so love his own wife even 
as himself, and the wife see that she reverence 
her husband.” A. A. 


From the London Congregational Mogazine. 


THE HOLY INQUISITION JUSTIFIED FROM SCRIP- 
TURE! 
By. Mr. T. Wemyss, Author of Biblical Gleanings, &e. 


mom epee it is to observe the reasonings 
which mén have made use of in former ages, 
and would use still if permitted, to justify their 
atrocious persecution of those who differ from 
them in religious matters. Ose of the punish. 
‘ments of the Inquisition, miscalled holy, was 
the confiscation of goods; and this they derived | 
from the example of God himself, as they pre- 
tended, who, not contented with the sentence of 
death pronounced against our first parents, drove 
them out of Paradise, and stripped them of all 
their goods and chattels, condemning them to 
hard and continual labours. ‘* This example,” 
says Lewis a Paramo, “ the most holy tribunal 
of the Inquisition follows, confiscating by a just 
proscription the goods of heretics, and depriv- 
ing them of all their effects and fortunes. The 
same author says, ‘‘ what was Sarah, the wile 
of Abraham, but an inquisitor, when she ex- 
pelled Ishmael from his father’s house, on ac- 
count of idolatry?” At this rate, it is easy to 
quote Scripture as a warrant for any thing. In 
that case, Ahab’s prophets of Baal were inqui- 
sitors, when they compelled the heretic Elijah 
to hide himself by the brook Cherith; and 
Jezebel’s 400 prophets were inquisitors, who 
caused Micaiah to be put in prison for telling 
disagreeable truths. 

Another punishment of the Inquisition was 
the disinheriting the children of heretics. Here- 
sy, like-original sin, was supposed to taint the 
constitution, and therefore -their offspring were 
considered as labouring under the same infec- 
tion, and justly punishable for the sins of their 
depraved parents. ‘Thus the sour grapes ol 
heresy eaten by the fathers, always sets their 
children’s teeth on edge. The last punishment, 
for there were miny others, was that of death, 
not a common death, but to be burnt alive. 
This they defended by the example of Josiah, 
(2 Kings, Chap. 23,) where that king com- 
manded the bones cf the heretical priests to be 
burnt; and also from the words of our Lord, 
‘John xv. 6: “If a man abide not in me, he is 
cast forth as a branch, and is withered, and 
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned.” And lest this should.not 
be enough, they add: “James and John thought 
that the Samaritans, who would not receive our 
Lord, should be destroyed with fire from hea- 
ven, according to St. Luke, Chap. 9. See here 
now the punishment of heretics; viz. fire—for 
the Samaritans were the heretics of those 
times.” But the inquisitors take care to keep 
dut of sight, that our Lord reproved his dis- 
ciples on that occasion, and told them that they 
knew not What manner Of spirit they were of. 
They afterwards refer to the nuptial feast pre- 
pared for those who were invited, adding this 
comment: “ By these he pldinly shows that 
the kingdom was to be taken away from the 
heretical Jews, and their city to be burnt with 
fire. See here now the very confiscation of 
‘effects and fire with which heretics are puh- 
ished.” Nor is this reasoning to be wondered 
at in men, who every where in the Old and 
New Testament, and even in Paradise itself, 
find out an inquisition against heretics, and en- 
deavour to prove by many arguments, that God 
himself exercised the office of inquisitor of he- 
retical pravity against Adam and Eve. At this 
rate, we may prove any thing. No doubt there 
Were inquisitors in the court of the Eastern 
king, who having an exquisite faculty for smell- 
ing out heresy, found Daniel guilty of the abomi- 
nable crime of praying three Ymes a day upon 
bis knees to the true God, and rested not till 
they had secured him fast in one of the cham- 
bers of their holy inquisition; namely, in the 
lion’s den. Indeed, no man ever escaped from 
any of their prisons from that day to this, ex- 
cept by a kind of miracle. Herod, too, must 
-have had his inquisitors, who discovered the 
heresy of John the Baptist ; and the chief priests 
and Pharisees had an inquisitorial eve upon one 
of a more sacred name, whom they never left 
‘till they had performed the auto-da-fe of ‘* Cru- 
cify him, crucify him.” ‘The same hunters altér 
heresy would fain have stopped the mouths of 
Peter and John; but those undaunted men re- 
fused to be silenced, and such was their favour 
with the people, that the inquisitors durst not 
proceed to extremities. ‘They, however, glutted 


their rage and revenge upon the sainted Ste- 
phen; and would have gone equal lengths with 
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the whole-Church, had not the disciples fled tat. 
_-To prevent the unhappy heretics from ad-, 
dressing the people at the stake, they were: 
gagged with an iron instrument, so that they 
could only utter an inarticulate sound. Carena 
justifies this and-all other tortures on the ground,| 
“that if any punishment more terrible than an- 
other could be found, it ough’ to be inflicted on 


of all crimes, and by this means both the here- 
tic and his crime might be more speedily blot- 
ted out from the remembrance of men.” Thus 
greatér gentleness was used towards thieves, 
traitors, and rebels, than towards heretics—who 
endeavouring to worship God with’a pure con- 
science, and regulate their lives by the Gospel 
rule, opposed some doctrines of the church of 
Rome—it being a much more grievous offence 
in that church to oppose certain opinions by the 
clear light of the word of God, and to reject 
certain Pharisaical superstitions, than to con- 
temn the Divine commands by.an impious and 
profane life, and vilely to dishonour the holy 
name. 3% 

|  Autos-da-fe, or acts of faith, as they are 
strangely called, meaning in plain English, 
burning of heretics, were not confined to coun- 
‘ries under the rule of popery. Our own Queen 
Elizabeth, rson of a very high and arbitrary 
temper, was unhappily tinctured with the same 
spirit, and she also must have had her inquisi- 
tors amongst the bishops of that day, for eleven 
Dutchmen, who were Anabaptists, were con- 
demned in the consistory of St. Paul to the fire, 
for heresy, nine of whom were banished, and 
two of them burnt alive in Smithfield. In the 
year 1583, Copping and Thacker, two Puritan 
ministers, were hanged for nonconformity. It 
would be endless to go througli all the severities 
that were used in this reign on account of re- 
ligion. 

Her successor, James I[., copied her example, 
but in a more limited way. One Edward Wight- 
man was prosecuted for broaching erroneous 
doctrine, and being canonically condemned, was 
burnt at Lichfield. One Legat, also, accused 
of heresy, expired in the flames at Smithfield. 
He denied the-divinity of our Saviour, accord 
ing to the Athanasian mode of explaining it, 
but as Fuller tells us, he was excellently skilled 
in Scripture, and his conversation very un- 
blameable. 

In the reign of Charles I., we have the dread- 
ful case of Dr. Leighton, a scene of barbarous 
and execrable cruelty, perpetrated at the insti- 
gation of Laud, because he had published a 
book, called “* Pious Plea against the Prelacy.” 

Charles II. being restored, Prelacy imme- 
diately revived, and exerted itself in. its primi- 
tive severity and rigour. The act of unifor- 
mity was; passed, and in one day, between 
two and three thousand excellent divines were 
turned out of their churches, and exposed to the 
greatest distress and poverty. Other acts were 
passed, in consequence of which great numbers 
| of ministers and their people were laid in gaols, 
among thieves and common malefactors, their 
effects were seized on, and their families reduced 
to beggary. 

In James the Second’s time the same pro- 
ceedings were continued, but political events 
put a stop to them, and that bigotted prince was 
compelled to abdicate. Since his day, open per- 
seculion has abated its rigours, and political dis- 
abilities have been substituted for the fires of 
Smithfield, though were we disposed, we could 
trace even in more recent periods, some trans- 
actions very unlike the spirit of true Christi- 
anity. 

Thus all national churches have in them the 
secds of persecution, ‘ the trail of the serpent 
is over them all”—what multitudes have been 
sacrificed to the idol uniformity.” Christi 
anity blushes for such things perpetrated in her 
name, and the followers of the meek and lowly 
Saviour tremble at the recollection of the guilt 
incurred by those who imagined that by such 
deeds they were doing God service. When will 
men learn the doctrine and duty of forbearance, 
the disuse of carnal weapons, in promoting 
Christ’s spiritual kingdom, the conviction that 
the human conscience is amenable to God only, 
and that in the great day of final reckoning, 
‘‘every man shall bear his own burden?” Ifa 
a cup of cold water given toa disciple shall not 
ose its reward, the shedding of the blood of a 
disciple shall as certainly receive its fearful re- 
tribution. 


GOD ANSWERS. PRAYER, BUT NOT ALWAYS IN OUR 
WAY. 


It is delightful to reflect how many prayers, 
like clouds of incense have gone up from the 
hearts of God’s people during this present 
season. Not one of those prayers that have 
been offered from the ground of the heart, in 
sincerity and faith, will fail to bring down a di- 
vine blessing. ‘Truly does the great Hearer of 
prayer say ‘I never said unto the seed of Jacob, 
seek ye me in vain.” But God does not always, 
perhaps not olten, take our method in answering 
prayer. We pray, for instance, for faith, and 
imagine that itis to descend, with © kind of 
gentle illapse into the soul. Our prayer will be 
answered—but how? We attempt to lean on 
this and that earthly prop. God kuocks the 
staff from under us. Do we fall? No: for faith 
is now called- into exercise to support us. 


' Again, we are thinking of sailing to heaven ina 


calm. God raises a great tempest, and breaks 
the ship, and tosses us into the waves. Do we 
sink? No. Now our faith is called into exer- 
cise and saves us. 

We pray for charity—God makes us parties 
in distressing scenes. God: suffers us to be 
wronged, then bids us love. 

We pray for humility. God does not over- 
rule some leading infirmity of our heart: we 
| stumble and fall—and in the midst of sorrow 
and shame, humility is formed. 

We pray for happiness, for comfort, for joy. 
We have already formed our plans of happiness. 
We have our little paradise around us. We 
hope we shall not experience those losses and 
sorrows which we have seen overwhelm others. 

Suddenly however, all our earthly schemes 
are broken up.—A child dies—a friend is taken 
away—our own abode is unfixed. And are we 
unhappy ?. No. God now appears to comfort 
us, and he makes our comforts to flow from 
himself. We wished to dwell in our own house; 
but we must dwell in houses that we have not 
builded. .We wished to drink of our own wells; 
but we must drink of wells that we have not 
digged. We wished to pluck fruit from our 
own vineyard; but we must take it from one 
we have not planted. God very commonly, as 
tribulation abounds, makes our consolation to 
abound. Is the Christian afflicted? His joy, 
his comfort is at hand. He is near, that will 
bind that broken heart. Yes, believer, your 
prayers are heard. Out of this very cloud that 
seemed to darken the hetvens, you shall hear 
the voice—** Thou art my beloved son.” . 

With regard to supplies in time of exigency 
—we pray to have our wants supplied. We 
think of a certain quarter, whence help will 
come. But we are wofully disappointed—no 
help appears. In this person, we say, we shall 


| find a friend ; but -he is removed, or dies, or is 


too much occupied. No help appears. But 
when we have wearied curselves to find ‘the 
way—and all to no pgrpose, God opens an un.| 
seen door—and in such a manner as to show 


that “the -Lord hath done it”—and thus sends 


96 


heretics,.as their crime was the most grievous| — 


the needed help. Our wisdom is to go to God] 
with all our burdens, to lay them-at his sae: 
and to leave the whole~ matter. of our deliver- 
ance in his hands. He sees thi from the 
beginning. to the end—and will make all things 
to those who love Him, and eall on his name 
to work together for their everlasting good.— 
Episcopal Recorder. 


TO THE CHRISTIAN PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND. 
RaNKEILOvUR, 14th Jan. 1842, 
Beloved Countrymen—Sufler me briefly to 
set in order before you some of those events in 
His providence which seem solemnly to sum- 
mon God’s people to struggle for the honour of 
their Lord, and for the privileges which He 
hath conferred upon themselves. 

1. The Civil Court persists in its illegal, un- 
constitutional, and sinful assumption of supre- 
macy over Christ’s House. 

2. The infatuated aristocracy redouble their 
efforts to crush our Evangelical Church—de- 
sert her communion—become converts to Pre- 
lacy, and snap the last powerfut-tink that binds 
them in community of interest #fid feeling with 
the body the people. 

3. The Puseyite Episcopal’Church of Scot- 
land, inflated by these accessions, and aiming 
at the supremacy which she ‘enforced during 
the bloody persecution of the 17th century, is 
establishing a semi-popish university, to propa- 
gate her principles, and declares her contempt 
for the national and other non-Episcopal church- 
es, by assuming the new and exclusive title of 


| the Reformed Catholic Church in Scotland. 


4. The Erastian minority have thrown off 
the mask, and daringly avow their determina- 
tion to concuss us into the surrender of our 
principles, or to drive us from the Establish- 
ment. 7 
5. Sir Robert Peel, true to his Parliamentary 
pledge in 1840, of adherence to the principles 
of Earl Aberdeen’s bill, has reversed the libe- 
ral system of the late Adminisiration—exercises 
the Church patronage of the Crown with rigor- 
ous despotism, and by the eloquent cases of 
Elgin, Lochlee, and Kettle, declares that the 
Christian people have no more right to inter- 
fere in the setthkement of their ministers than 
the brutes in the choice of sheir herd. The 
heartless and insulting tyranny is revolting, 
but the plain dealing is admirably calculated to 
arouse the people to a true sense of their de- 
grading bondage. 

Sir Robert Peel, the alleged Conservative 
champion of our Protestant constitution, while 
fostering Popery, smiling upon Paseyism, and 
introducing it into his Ministry, is, we believe, 
preparing a bill finally to enslave and Erastian- 
ize the Protestant Evangelical Church of Scot- 
land, and, complete the work of destruction and 
national treachery begun by the Jacobite pat- 
ronage act of 1712. ; 

6. At this crisis, when every consideration 
of duty and of policy seemed to unite in com- 
pelling the Church, as of yore, to take firm 
and decided ground, and to commit our sacred 
cause to God, and to the people of this land, 
our friends of the Assembly’s Non-Intrusion 
Committee have, by their timid and compro- 
mising policy, taken the most effectual step to 
encourage our foes—to dishearten and alienate 
our friends. Untaught by ‘bitter experience, 
and without even the temptation of a probable 


a recent statement, set forth as a minimum 
measure of adjustment the liberum-arbitrium, 
or, in other words, the restriction of the spiri- 
tual jurisdiction of the Church Courts to a mere 
judicial power of determining arbitrarily each 
case of disputed settlement, either for the pro- 
tection or oppression of the Christian people. 
That such an interim settlement might be press- 
ed upon the Church by the Government with- 
out actually forcing us thereby to quit the Es. 
tablishment, may be true ;—that sucha method 
“of adjustment should actually be entertained 
and treated by the Committee as a third or mi- 
nimum principle of settlement, is deeply to be 
deplored. 

7. The declared Church policy of Sir Ro- 
bert Peel, and his cruel oppression of our Chris- 
lian congregations, would lead us to expect 
nourishment from a stone as soon as a sponta- 
neous rightful settlement of our question from 
his Administration. Yet our kind friends of 
the Irish Presbyterian Church, restrained by the 
mistaken confidence placed by their Moderator 
in the Presbyterianism of that statesman, are 
withholding their aid in this time of need, 

These daring aggressive movements of our 
foes (ominous of a coming assault,) in connec- 
tion with the timid and compromising steps of 
the Committee acting for the only party enti- 
tled, upon religious principle and national right, 
to evince a holy boldness, cannot but occasion 
anxiety and grief. Qur defcctions and sins as 
a Church and nation have been many and 
grievous: need we wonder that the chastening 
hand of the Lord should lie heavy upon us, and 
that many of the earthly props on which we 
leaned should be removed ? Let us humble our- 
selves under His Almighty hand. Let us cease 
from man; and while we- thankfully use the 
means He hath afforded, let us seek to rest sole- 
ly upon God. Blessed be His name, He seems 
even now to be weakening and dividing the 

_ strength of our foes, and to be effectually rais- 
ing to our aid that which has ever proved the 
most powerful earthly succour to the Church: 
of Scotland in her days of trial, even the af- 
fectionate.and resolute contendings of her own 
people. 

1. Never let us forget that the justice of our 
sacred claims, based as they are upon Scrip- 
ture truth, and guaranteed by the Constitution 
of the country, places us upon a vantage ground 
which our proud oppressors tan never occupy, 
and entitles us to expect the Divine blessing 
upon our prayerful and persevering exertions. 

2. Sir Robert Peel, the Bolingbroke of the 
day¥Js not permitted by Providence to occupy. 
that station of quiet and security which would 
enable him to direct all his power to coerce and 
enslave the Church and Christian people of 
Scotland. Jn managing an expensive war, in 
conducting the foreign and colonial relations of 
the country, in governing Ireland, in forcing 
additional taxation upon this overburdened 
country, in propitiating the high aristocracy by 
virtually maintaining monopoly, in answering 
the demands of the middle classes for free trade, 
and in dealing with the clamours of a suffering 
population, the Premier will have his time oc- 

cnpied, his Parliamentary majority severely 
tested, and will not be suffered to assault with 
impunity our Scottish constitution and blood- 
bought privileges. 

3. Our enemies are filling the cup of op- 
pression so full, that it will soon overflow, and 
the enormity of the evil will probably be over- 
ruled to lead toa remedy. The unheard of 
usurpations.of the Civil Court, the odious tyran- 
ny with which Government, corporate, and pri- 
vate Church patrenage is prostituted, the worse 
than simoniaeal practices by which ‘patrons 
tamper with the consciences of probationers, 


as illustrated at Marnoch and Culsalmond, 
which will speedily be multiplied if the people 
have principle and courage to resist the shame- 
ful tyranny of the patrons—these accumulating 
abominations are outraging national feeling, and 
‘awakening the ancient national, spirit. 


4. The 


‘Defence Associations. 1 can vouch-from exten- 


| sending deputations to Government been used 


in solemn covenant to defend her dearest birth- 


settlement, the Assembly’s Ca@nmittee: have, in| 


by the strenuous use of all the influences and 


the return of the system of forced settlements] 


employed, are with great zeal uniting in Church 


‘people, wherever the due means are] 


sive experience, that since the daring schismati- 
eal proceedings of the Moderates, and the course} 
by which patrons are proving that while their 
fathers chastised us. with whips, they are to 
chastise us. with scorpions, the people are in an 
extraordinary degree ready to respond to our 
call, and unite for the cause of teligious liberty. 

Had half the pains and expense employed io 


in sending deputations to the people—had our 
leaders, discovering the part of the body poli- 
tic where our great strength lieth, employed the 
time and talents in enlightening and uniting the 
people which have been worse than wasted ino 
diplaomacy—Scotland might ere this have been 


right. 

Dear countrymen, yet there is time (if for- 
mer delays be atoned for) to implement the in- 
structions of the Great West Kirk Meeting, and 
speedily complete such a system of national 
associations as shall defend qur Church and 
Scottish Constitution against the Bolingbroke of 
the day. Repudiate, | beseech you, the coun- 
sel which advises these associations to be got 
up quietly and without agitation. You will 
annoy and offend the Government, say the ob- 
jectors. Yes, we shall annoy and offend them ; 
and why? Just because we thus: gain more 
strength to ‘disconcert their plans for our de- 
struction. The same priudénce would, in the4 
seventeenth century, have advised our fore- 
fathers to have entered into the Covenant as 
into a secret association, and to have stolen at 
midnight to adhibit their signatures. A national 
union, formed, at a period of great emergency, 
in defence of national rights, and without agi- 
tation! As wisely might you ask ,for a fire 
without heat, or a sun without light. The thing 
is not practicable, nor is it desirable even if it 
were practicable. It is devoutly to be wished 
that a healthy excitement shall spread and pre- 
vail—that there be aroused and sustained in the 
people a feeling of intense interest, and of re- 
solute. determination to defend their dearest 
birth-right. 

5. These Church Defence Associations are 
admirably calculated, by diffusing information, 
to spread our principles, as well as to unite and 
concentrate our strength. If suitable exertions 
are made, we shall, by the end of March, pre- 
sent a phalanx of political and moral strength, 
effectual to secure us against aggressive legis- 
lation. In time our influence may be expected 
to become so mighty as to work out a right ad- 
justment of our national question. 

These Defence Associations will be mighty to 
maintain the principles upon which they are 
founded, alike against the undue concessions of 
friends, and against the machinations of foes— 
against the compromising policy of the Assem- 
bly’s Committee, as against a coercive measure 
like that of Lord Aberdeen. 3 

These Deferice Associations may be turned 
to defend our Protestant Church and Constitu- 
tion, in whatever point they may be assailed. 

These Defence Associations, being composed 
almost entirely of persons opposed to the yoke 
of lay patronage, can readily be turned against 
that main and bitter root of our present suffer- 
ings. 

These Defence Associations may be the pre- 
liminary movement towards a national recog- 
nition and renewal of the Solemn League and 


Covenant. entered into by our godly fathers} 


under trials like the present. 

Dear countrymen, let me implore those of 
you who take an adequate view of the present 
crisis, and hold that a humble and child-like 
dependence upon God ought to be accompanied 


means which of old He hath blessed for the 
protection of oar Zion, now to be up and doing. 
Do not hesitate to submit to trial and personal 
inconvenience, in the use of all lawful means 


lips, as soon as God’s word is out of the minis- 


to urge on this great national ‘movement.— 
While we lie low in the dust before our God— 
while we kiss the chastening rod—while we re+ 
main instant in prayer to. Him for aid, let _us, 
in the use of earthly means appeal to the Chris- 
tian people, and let us cultivate a healthy ex- 
citement on behalf of the sacred principles at 
stake—let our cry be Agitate, Agitate, Agitate. 
Your attached countryman, 
D. Marirtanp Cricutron. 


~ 


RULES for the SANCTIFICATION of the LORD'S DAY. 
From an Anonymous Author, A.D. 1664. 


| * Wisely contrive, the day before, that you 
may have no unnecessary work to employ your 
hands or heads on God’s day. Think seriously 


“ what a weighty business am I going about! 


My worldly affairs are but trifles to this. What 
are shops, ships, or farms, to Christ, grace, or 
heaven?” 

2. Prepare for this holy day. Think with 
yourself, “* What good did I get by any former 
Sabbath, and particularly by the last?” Pray 
that the Sabbath before you may be the best 
you ever kept; that your heart may be more 
humble, tender, and heavenly, and that this 
may be an earnest to you of-keeping an eternal 
Sabbath with God in glory. Particularly beg, 
‘“‘O God of grace prepare 4 suitable word for 
my soul! [Let the minister’s mouth be opened, 
his heart enlarged, and his message be accord- 
ing to thy holy will? Enter thou into thy tem- 
ple, and crown thy ordinances with thy pre- 
sence and blessing! Give me, Lord, the hear- 
ing ear, the seeing eye, and the understanding 
heart, that | may receive with meekness the in- 
grafted Word!” 

3. As soon as you awake in the morning of 
this sacred day, direct your hearts and eyes 
heavenward. Bless-God that you see the light 
of another Sabbath, in which your soul may be 
furnished with grace, and be fitted for glory. 
Call upon the Lord to pardon your defective 
preparations, bear with your infirmities, accept 
your poor services, and enrich you with his 
graces and consolations. | 

4. Proceed to solemn meditations till your 
heart is affected with considering, either the 
majesty of the God you are to wait upon; or, 
the vileness of sin, and yourself by reason of 
sin; or, the excellencies of Christ, and the great- 
ness of his love; or, the heavenly nature of di- 
vine worship, and the gain of godliness; or, the 
vanity of the world; or, the worth of your im- 
mortal soul; or, the rage and policy of your 
spiritual enemies; or, the deceittu:ness of your 
own heart; or, the torments of hell; or, the joys 
of heaven. | I 

5. Carefully and conscientiously perform the 
religious duties of your family as well as your 
closet. See that your servants and children 
waste not this morning in sleep or idleness. 
Call them to join with you in reading, singing, 
and prayer, Inform them of the glorious Mas- 
ler you serve, the immediate blessedness of such 
service, and the abundant reward attending it, 
even life everlasting. Charye them to be con- 
stant and serious in closet, family, and public 
worship. 

6. Endeavour to attend those public minis- 


‘trations which are most soul-searching, heart- 


melting, and sinner-alarming. 

7. In going to the hoyse of God—if you are 
alone, think, “ O that God would-meet all His 
worshippers, and bless my soul!” If vou are 
in. company, talk of God and His Word, with- 
out pride or affectation; or hearken to the hea- 


- But a time is approaching—oh ! heart-rending hour— 


two judges in the minority were stated to be the 


venly discourse of others. : 
8. As you enter the house of God, lift up 


¥ 
. 
a 


your heart to Him in such breathings as these: 
‘Lord, thou hast promised to ‘be in the midst} 
of thy people. O let thy pass before} 
us! Let us see thy power and thy glory in thy 
sanctuary. Let thy greatness awe us, and thy 
goodness delight and refresh us!” 

9. In the hdlise of God, make a covenant 
with your eyes, and take heed of a wandering 
heart. Fix your eyes on the minister, your 
ears on the word, and your heart on God. 

10. Be spiritual in every. part of the service. 
While the minister is confessing sin, let your 
heart melt, and even bleed and break. When 
he begs for mercy, let your-whole soul pant 
after it. When he offers praise, let all that is 
within you bless God’s holy name. In sing- 
ing, let your heart make melody to the Lord, 
that when your voice is high, your heart may 
not be low and dead. When the word is read 
or preached, seriously recollect, * This is the 
Word of God. It is His command, and dare | 
disobey it? Does He threaten these judgments, 
and denounce these curses on sinners, and must, 
not I tremble? Are those His calls and invita- 
tions, His great and: precious promises, and 
shall I refuse them? Ye everlasting doors of 
my heart, fly open, and the King of glory shall 
come in!” 
blessing, haste not away (a fault too common,) 
but hope, desire, and believe it shall come down 
upon you with a divine efficacy. 

11. When you come from the house of God, 
take heed lest Satan catch away the seed that 
is sown, or the thorny cares of the world choke 
it. Let not vain discourse proceed from your 


ter’s. But beg of God, that the word you have 
heard may not be as water spilt upon the 
ground: pray that your memory: may retain it, 
your heart love it, and your will obey it. 

12. When you dine, let not your table be- 
come a snare to your soul, and therefore eat no 
more than will fit you to serve God with cheer- 
fulness and vigour. Beg a divine blessing on 
the food of soul and body. Both sitting down 
and rising up, let your heart be heavenly, and 
your discourse savoury, seasoned with grace. 

13. After dinner, either repeat what you have 
been hearing, or read in your Bible, or in some 
other good book. 

14. Return with your family to the house of 
God. Think not halfa day enough for God 
and your soul. If you come before the service 
begins, spend the interval in devout meditation, 
or in religious discourse. It is lamentable to 
see a churchyard filled with idle persons, talk- 
ing of their worldly affairs, or any thing rather 
than their souls. 

15. Take heed how you spend the evening. 
Cherish good impressidns, and conclude by 
worshipping God in your family and closet. 

16. Before you lie down to rest at night, re- 
view the whole work of the day. 


From the Edinburgh Witness. 
TO THOSE WHO HAVE QUITTED THE CAUSE OF THE 
CHURCH IN HER PRESENT CONFLICT. 


By an Elder’s Daughter. 


Away to your homes! ye that faint—ye that fear, 

Away to your oxen, your land, and your gear ; 

Go, rest ye in silence—go, slumber in peace, 

In the struggles of Zion your war-cries may cease. 

Let the songs of festivity echo around; 

With mirth’s joyful tones let your dwellings resound ; 

“Midst the world's fading roses go seek fur repose; 

Forget our loved Zion—her wrongs‘fthd her woes. 

But lo! midst your slumbers, dread visions shall flit, 

While spectres of woe in your chambers shail sit; _ 

Ye shall find in your homes, in your halls, in your bowers, 

Venomed scorpions to sting you—sharp thorns ’mid the 
flowers. 


For Zion, o’ershadowed by grief’s heavy cloud, 

To the dust by her traitors and tyrants is bowed, 
But her recreant sons who have fled from the fight, 
Shall crouch at her feet in the days of her might, 


Away! where false meteors in splendour are gleaming— 

While tears for ** the Church of our fathers” are stream- 
ing ; 

Away! where the proud are their festivals keeping— 

While Zion in sackcloth and ashes is weeping. 


When storms shall assail you, when tempests shall lower, 
When the world shall desert you, when death’s icy hand 
Shall beckon you hence to eternity’s strand. 


In that hour when the hopes which deceiv’d you are gone, 
When your heart-strings are weak, when the goal is unwon, 
Then, then shall ye weep o’er your perjury’s woes, 

When the Headship of Christ ye resigned to his foes! 


FOREIGN ITEMS. 


Serrous Reticrous DisturBANCE AT CorFv. 
—The Augsburg Gazette mentions a report of 
some serious disturbances as having occurred 
at Corfu, on Christmas-day, in consequence of 
the people being irritated at ah attack of an 
English Missionary, on the rites and doctrines 
of the Greek Church. A collision, it says, took 
place between the people and the troops, and the 
latter were forced to retire into the citadel with 
a loss of six men killed. ‘The missionary at- 
tempted to escape by sea, but was seized by the 
people; his fate was not known. No further 
particulars are given. 


We have received the following announce- 
ment from a quarter which ought to be well in- 
formed :—“ A meeting of the bishops will short- 
ly take place in London, for the, purpose of con- 
sidering the present state of the Church, in re- 
ference to the doctrines lately put forth in some 
of the ‘ Tracts for the Times.’ ”—Standard. 


W orcester.—The Lord Bishop of the Dio- 
cese, at a meeting of the Church-Building So- 
ciety, on Monday se’nnight, gave an awful in- 
stance of the deceitfulness and desperate wicked- 

S} of man’s heart. ‘*He had recently receiv- 
said, twopenny publication, which 
hé believed had been widely circulated in the 
Diocese, with the abominable title of The Athe- 
ist openly attached to it; its contents were such 
as might reasonzbly have been expected, of 
course inculcating the principlevof man’s total 
annihilation at death! His Lordship had forward. 
ed this infamous publication to the Attorney- 
General, by whom means would be taken for 
its suppression. (Cheers.) When the designs 
of the enemy were thus openly manifested, sure- 
ly it became the friends of Christianity to con- 
federate for its support.” — Worcester Chronicle. 


Tue Jews 1n Prussia.-—The Augsburg 
Gazette of the 7th inst., states, that a modifi- 
cation of the present laws respecting the Israel- 
ites in Prussia, is much spoké&h of. It is said 
that, not only will they be permitted to enjoy 
the worship of their religion to the fullest extent, 
but that they will be restored to the possession 
of several civil rights of which they were here- 
tofore deprived. 


PRESBYTERIAN MarriaGes.—In the Queen’s 
Bench, Dublin, judgment was given in the case 
of The Queen v. Smith,” convicted of bigamy 
at the last assizes for Armagh. A point was 
raised by Mr. Whiteside, Q. C., that his first 
marriage was invalid, having been celebrated 
by a Presbyterian clergyman, Between an Epis- 
copalian Protestant and a Presbyterian: ‘The 
judges ruled in favour of the point raised, and 
the prisoner was ordered to be discharged from 
custody. The numbers were eight to two. The] 


While the minister pronounces the|- 


Hon. Justices Foster and Perrin. ‘This is one 


of the most important decisions ever pronounced | 


another person to join the Association !—Boston 


in.a British Court of Justice, and it will havea 
retrospective as well as a prospective operation. 
The Presbyterian population of Ulster consists 
of upwards of 600,000 souls, and amongst even 
the most respectable and opulent families of that 
persuasion, such marriages. as-that which has 
been pronounced invalid are of every-day oc- 
currence. Already arrangements are in pro- 
gress for bringing the subject before the legisla- 
ture. Up to this time no question has been raised 
as to the validity of those marriages. ‘The de- 


cision of the Judges will spread consternation — 


throughout the province of Ulster. All rare 
riages in Ireland, celebrated by Presbyterian 


ministers, where both parties are not Presbyte- — - 


rians, are thus declared invalid. 


Dr. Hook an Opprettow.—In November 


last, the Rev. Dr. Hook was solicited> by the . 


members of the Leeds district of the Indepen- 
dent Order of Oddfellows, to preach a sermon 
in behalf of the General Infirmary and Dispen- 
sary.. He willingly consented, appropriating 
the Church for the admission of Oddfellows only 
when a collection was made for the above object 
amouoling to nearly 702. -So favourably im- 
pressed was the Reverend Doctor with the prin- 
ciples which govern and the motives which act- 
uate this influential body, by perusing the rules, 
magazines, reports, &c., that, on Monday even- 
ing last, he was duly initiated a member of this 
Society.— Bradford Observer. 


Tue Misstonary Campen, that bore 
the lamented Rev. John Williams to the fatal 
island of Erromanga, is now performing a fourth 
voyage among the islands of the South Seas, to 
promote the evangelizing of the inhabitants. 
The latest accounts from the Samoans, in which 
Mr. Williams felt much interested, state, that 
no fewer than 500 natives had, become Chris- 
tian communicants in one of them—Tutulia— 


in the course of last year, and that after the . 


most careful examination into their principles 
and conduct by the Missionaries. © | 


First Baptist Cuurcn 1n Encianp.-— 
—Seven cities contended for the honour of 
being the birthplace of Homer; and it appears 
a diversity of opinion exists on the subject of my 
note. If it had been where was the first Chris- 
tian Church formed in Britain, and what were 
its principles and ordinances, it would be a sub- 
ject of less surprise. The late Adam Taylor, 
in his ‘History of the English General Bap- 
tists,” 2 vols. 8vo, 1820, investigates the point 
before us at considerable length. He states that 
the Rev. John Smith, formerly a clergyman at 
Gainsborough, in Lincolnshire, seceded from 
the Establishment, went to Holland, and there 
formed the first Baptist Church in modern times, 
in 1607, or 1608. “This,” says Mr. Taylor, 


‘‘was above twenty years prior to 1633, when | 


the Church, under the care of Mr. Spilsbury, 
was organised, which Mr. Crosby reckons the 
first Baptist Church. (See Crosby’s History, 
pp. 70, 91, 97.) About 1614, this Church re- 
turned to England, and continued their Church 
and public assemblies as regularly as the intole- 
rant spirit of the times would permit.” In about 
two centuries, the Baptist churches have increas- 
ed to nearly 1700. Yours truly, | 


James Peces. 
Ilkeston eston, Derbyshire, January 28, 1842. 
Lectures on THE History or Cunurcn. 
—We are glad to state that a series of lectures 
on the past history of the Church of Scotland, 
from the dawn of the Reformation down to the 
pee eventful times, is in course of being de- 
ivered in the West Church, Crieff, by a number 
of the neighbouring clergymen. ‘The course 
comprises ten or twelve lectures, which are 
regularly delivered on the ‘Tuesday evening of 
each succeeding week. 


EJECTION OF PRESBYTERIAN TENANTRY IN 


IRELAND.—The Manor of Lizard, within/a short - 


distance of Colerain, had been leased to the 
Beresford family by the Company of Ironmon- 
gers of London, to whom it has just reverted, 


on the decease of the late Bishop of Meath, the | 


last surviving life. The Company appointed a 
gentleman to act as their agent, and introduce 


suth reforms as might be deemed necessary. 


These consist of two vital measures. First, an 
expressed determination on the part of the Com- 
pany not to grant leases, which reduces the 
tenantry to a state of serfdom; and, secondly, 
that the farms shall be greatly increased in size. 
To accomplish these ends, sixty ejectments have 
been served and, allowing cach family to con- 
sist of six individuals, thus will three hundred 


and sixty, of all ages, be dispossessed, besides ° 


others who may be obliged to follow. Almost 
all of those ejected are Scotch Presbyterians, 
whose ancestors, in 1689, under their minister, 
the Rev. A. Boyd, garrisoned the City of Derry 
during, its memorable siege to maintain that 
British connection which now threatens to dis- 
possess their descendants-— Chronicle. 


CHRIST IS ALL. 


Live wholly on the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
is our sun and shield, our righteousness and 
strength, our hope and joy, our light and life. 
In former ages believers were crucified with 
Christ, they lived on his fulness, they were 
strong in his. grace, and devoted to his glory. 
Much languor and formality at present prevails 
among the professors of religion. 
ever, Is owing to no want of power or compas- 
sion in the Lord Jesus Christ, for he is the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and forever. ‘The cause 
of their languor and unprofitableness is their 
distance from him, and their neglect to appro- 


priate and apply the rich and inexhaustible pro- 


visions of his grace. For since in Him all ful- 
ness dwells, if Christians would live near him, 


This hows 


out of his fulness they would receive the most | 


precious and ample communications of right- 
eousness and strength. ‘They would be stron 
in him, and in the power of his might. : 

If, then, you are desirous to make progress 
in holiness, and repel the assaults of temptation, 
live by faith on the Son of God. Set him dis- 
tinctly, fully, and affectionately before you. Un- 
dertake and do every thing in dependence on 
his strength, and from love’ and gratitude for 
the ineffable, the infinite kindness and compas- 
sion which he has shown you.—The late Dr. 
Hamilton of Strathblane’s Young Communi- 
cant’s Remembrancer. 


INDULGENCIES. 
The Romish Bishop of Kingston, Upper 
Canada, in order to form “a new religious es- 
tablishment” in Toronto, proposes that 5000 
persons associate themselves, and agree to pay 
down one dollar each, and no more (at_present) 
and that each subscriber’s name be entered on 
a book kept for the purpose; and when 500 
names are registered, he engages to offer the 
Holy Saerifice of the Mass on the first Monday 
of every month, for the temporal and spiritual 
prosperity of every associate thus registered; 


and besides this, a plenary indulgence is proffer-_ 


ed to each associate, on each of the four princi- 
pal festivals, if they confess, receive the Sacra- 
ment and pray for the Pope—beside 40 days 
indulgence to every subscriber who will induce 
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Lorimer’s’ History of. the French Protestant 


> 


_ the third, the first volume of the Reformers, 


- They are all in duodecimo. We shall notice 


portunity of testing the genuineness of conver- 


_es his predecessor in the degree of success, and 


_precipitate admissions which, while affording a} 


-this respect—they have done themselves, the 
_ Church of Christ, and the souls of the pretend- 
~ ed converts, irreparable mischief, by admitting 


— 
F 
> 


the Lord’s table, and in a few months figuring in | 


- numbers of a revival and in an incredibly short 


so little spirituality in the Church? 


ministers! 


enemies within its citadels, and for this they 
_must give account! Every minister of Christ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 96, 1842. moet careflty scrutinized: 


Teame—Three Dollars if pid within. siz maonths, or Two 
tS Dollars and ; Cents in advance. 


‘Is rv Trus!—We believe the fact to be the 
raty, and to which a correspondent alludes. 
Of this we could satisfy him by the array of 
names and- circumstances. to which we at pre-. 


Naw Board-of Publi-| 


‘cation has just issued three valuable works which 
will greatly enrich their collection. The first is 


Church; the second, McCrie’s History of the 
Suppression of the Reformation in Spain; and 


containing the worke of Wickliffe and others. 


these works: more particularly in our next. 
To Tie Derarrep.—A cenota 
of white marble, with a border of black, is erect- 
ed to the memory of the late Rev. George C. 
Potts in the new and beautiful house of worship 
recently built by the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia. It is set in the wall be- 
hind the pulpit, and has on it the following in- 
scription. 
| SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF THE 
REV. GEORGE CHARLES POTTS, _ 
Who was born in the county of Monaghan, Ireland, 
_In the year 1774, 
And died in Philadelphia on the 23d of Sept, 1838, 
i Aged 6A years. | 
As a divine, he was sound and consistent in his 
views of divine truth; and ardently attached to the 
doctrines and government of the Presbyterian Church. 
As a Christirn, he practiced the doctrines he profess- 
ed; and maintained a life of unblemished integrity. 
As a Companion, he was affable in his manners 
and kind and benevolent in his feelings. 
As a Pastor, he was emphatically the friend of 
the poor and stranger ; and perseveringly ministered 
to the widows and orphans in their afflictions. | 
As a patriot, his attachment to his native and 
adopted countries was uniform and ardent. 
. By his indefatigable labours the 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Was collected and organized in the year 1799 ; 
and for thirty-five years he sustained 
towards it the pastoral relation. 
Having served his generation he fell asleep 
on the bosom of the Saviour and in the 
assured hope of a glorious immortality. — 
Friends who esteemed him while living 
have raised this. monument 
to his Memory. 
PreciriTaTeE ApMIssIons To CuuRcH Mem- 
BErsHir.—lIf a person has become a child of 


God, the sooner he is admitted to sealing ordi- |. 


nances the better. True, but this is a begging 
of the question. Admissions are often so pre- 
cipitate as to preclude a fair and reasonable op- 


sion, A mere presumption that the exercises of 
the pénitent are of a right kind, and that enter- 
tained, while the judgment is blinded by partial- 
ity, is taken in lieu-of evidence; and not unfre- | 
quently perhaps the worse motive of acquiring a 
reputation among men for ministerial success, 
may induce those who hold the keys of the 
Church to throw wide open its portals, One | 
must have been an indifferent observer who has 
not seen something like a worldly competition 
for preeminence in Churches of different denom- 
inations, in numbering their conversions. One 
proclaims the intelligence of hundreds convert- 
ed in a few weeks, another follows and surpass- 


a third follows and outboasts the others in the 
exaggeration and inflation of his announcement. 
Alas! not unfrequently we are compelled to listen 
to the exclusiveness of one who takes glory to 
himself, and maintains that the revival began 
with him or with his denomination, and that while 
his converts are undoubted, those of others may 
well be suspected of insincerity. A vast deal 
of the most pitiful and contemptible, if not posi- 
tively wicked, ambition is often seen obtruding 
its ugly face from a revival narrative or a news- 
paper boast. It is this spirit that leads to those | 


nominal increase to the Church, so materially 
diminish its spiritual vigour. Many pastors 
have to mourn over their own imprudence in 


them into the sheepfold without scrutinizing | 
their qualifications. Sometimes they have thus 
admitted enemies to oppose them, instead of 
friends to sustain them; and at the best they 
have got partisans to uphold them, instead of 
humble and devout disciples for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We have seen pastors literally driven 
from their posts by the relentless opposition of 
their own boasted converts, and we have seen 
others, who had perhaps more tact, escaping this 
fate by surrounding themselves with noisy par- 
tisans who were ready for every thing but hum- 


ble obedience to the law of Christ. We have} sons in an anxious state of mind are generally 


seen such converts sitting for the first time at 
a ball-room; we have seen thenf swelling the 


time casting off all fear and restraining all 
prayer before God. The ministers of God 
should desire to pluck souls as brands from the 
burning and be willing to labour incessantly for 
God, but in this work self should be excluded ; 
the pitiful vanity of being regarded as superior 
to their fellows in the success of their ministry 
should not once be admitted to their hearts, and 
they should start back with ferror at the bare 
probability that they should admit within the 
Church, untried converts, for the secret, al- 
though perhaps not admitted reason, that they 
may gain reputation with men! Why is there 
Why so 
much worldly conformity and fashion? Why 
is it that so little Christian benevolence is mani- 
fested in the Church in proportion to its mem- 
bers? May these effects not be attributed to an 
increase of numbers without right qualifica- 
tions? How great then is the responsibility of 
As watchmen on-the walls of Zion, 
they may strengthen the-city of God or admit 


|« short, thick and oft, as the Psalms are, and all 


| Dr. Tyng, of Philadelphia, their delegate, to re- 


| and the real presence. 
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thip-opinions which others mey forva. of 
fulness, he'wil! admit none intothe Church 
Christ; whoee Christian he has not 


Insrrrvrions.—From the Annual 
Reports of the House of Refuge of Philadelphia, 
and the Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf 
‘and Dumb, we learn that both of these excellent 
and truly benevolent institutions are in a highly 
flourishing state. .There are one hundred and 
fifty inmates in the former, and one hundred and 
have received 
various acknowledgments from churches which 
have generously been supplied with libraries by 
correspondents of our paper. .We do not think 
it necessary to publish all these, but insert the 
following as a specimen, to show how these bene- 
factions are appreciated. 
To the Editor of the Presbyterian : | | 
Dear Sir—We desire, through your paper, 
which has so kindly ors. in our behalf, 
to express our lively gratitude to the generous 
and benevolent individual, who has. conferred 
upon us so rich a gift, as a complete set of the 
hooks of the Board of Publication. While we 
desire to acknowledge with supreme gratitude 
the agency of God in giving to our benefactor 
a heart to confer this great favour, it is our 
prayer that the blessing of God may rest upon 
| him, and that the fruit of his Christian liberality 
may. abound to his own account, as well as to 
the spiritual edification and the eternal<benefit 
of many who may read these volumes. We‘de- 
sire further to acknowledge the great kindness 
of Brother Chester, in offering to present our 
cause tothe public, and the favour conferred by 
the Editor of the Presbyterian, in publishing the 
appeal in our behalf. In behalf of the Presby- 
terian church and congregation in Big Hollow, 
Green county, New York. A. GaRDNER, 
Pastor of the church. 


Prayer.—Tindal, the translator of the Bible, 
in speaking of prayers says they should be, 


the prayers of the Bible.” 


This is counsel 
worthy of acceptance. | 


American Sunpay Scnoot Union.—We 
understand that the managers of the American 
Sunday School Union have appointed the Rev. 


present that institution at the anniversary of the 
London Sunday School Union, in May next. 

Catvin Acarin.—A writer in the New York 
Churchman is endeavouring to prove that Cal- 
vin was a believer in baptismal regeneration, 
The proof quotations 
are adduced in the usual style of ‘ bishops and 
other clergy.” 


MissronaRy Pastors.—The Protestant and 
Herald of the 10th inst. contains a full and 
able address to the Churches in Kentucky, sign- 
ed by a Committee of the Synod of Kentucky, in 
which cogent reasons are given in favour of a 
plan, which was some time since suggested in 
the West, according to which the Churches 
which have settled pastors, are urged to give up 
one-fifth part of their pastor’s time to be devoted 
to the cultivation of destitute places. The sug- 
gestion strikes us as very valuable. There are 
many neighbourhoods without the Gospel— 
there are weak Churches which cannot support 
the Gospel, and Christian kindness requires that 
the Churches which are favoured with a settled 
ministry, should make some sacrifices to impart 
to them the bread of life. The prosecution of 
the plan would not only prove salutary to desti- 
tute neighbourhoods, but it would exert a benefi- 
cent influence on the Churches and ministers 
who should adopt it. 


InquirEeRs.— When the first light of heavenly 
truth falls upon the spiritual eye, its vision, like 
that of the blind man restored to sight, is indis- 
tinct and imperfect—it “ sees men as trees walk- 
ing.” It has never so beheld things which had 
long been familiar to the ear. It begins to have 
a practical sense of the truth of things, to which 
it had before only given a formal and heartless 
assent. Persons brought up amidst the light of 
‘the Gospel, and accustomed to adhere to its 
forms and listen to its claims, would be as in- 
dignant as the Jews, if they were told that they 
were still blind; but when the Spirit begins to 
pour the rays of light into their minds, they are 
surprised at their darkness, lament their igno- 
rance, and are anxious for some friendly guide 
to lead them out of the labyrinth in which they 
feel themselves to be involved. It is a critical 
season for the soul when first awakened by the 
Spirit of God, for it is then with the soul as it is 
with a traveller setting out on an important 
journey—one wrong direction may lead to end- 
less disappointment and loss. Erroneous coun- 
sels are always freely proffered; for as in dis- 
eases of the body, most pérsons, and particu- 
larly the ignorant, feel competent to prescribe, 
so in these diseases of the soul which require the 
nicest skill in their treatment, spiritual empyrics 
are always ready to obtrude their advice. Per- 


strongly inclined to consult those who to use a 
common, but doubtful phrase, have just got 
through, in preference to those who have had 
long experience in the divine life. The reason 
alleged is that their feelings are warmer and 
they are more likely to sympathize with an in- 
quirer, and to understand the case which was 
so recently their own; this, however, is not a 
solid reason, for the very warmth of a young 
convert who, unconscious of the hardships of 
the wariare, is just commencing his career with 
the feeling of a victor rather than of a hard 
fighter, is apt eto deceive, and to put a false 
colouring on the first exercises of the Christian 
life. Inquirers may obtain false views from their 
enthusiastic colouring, and may be either dis- 
couraged by the contrast between their liveli- 
ness and their own stupidity, or be hurried to 
the adoption of measures which may eventually 
prove a serious detriment to their spiritual in- 
terests. Far better is it in ordinary circum- 
stances to seek the advice of one who is not 
ignorant of Satan’s devices, and who has had a 
practical acquaintance with the vicissitudes of 
the Christian life. But while mutual intercourse 
is useful, and much advantage may be derived 
from the Christian counsels of a judicious friend, 
it should not be concealed that this should not 


oo is fallible; it’ is only that which is divine 
which may be unreservedly trusted. It is said 


“of somé animals that when wounded by the: 
hunter, they immediately leave the herd and 
seek some retired nook in which they may have. 


"quiet in their sorrows. The circumstance may 


afford an illustration, Retitement is all impor- 
tant for the convicted sinner ; his work is with 
his own soul and with God, and the most-ob- 
vious course for him to pursue would te to retire 
and hold much converse-with God through his 
word and in prayer. Hes not to deny himself the 
aid of the public means of grace, nor as we have 
said already, of Christian counsel; but on the 
other hand he may fatally err, by asking coun- 
sel of all, or even in multiplying his attendance 
upon outward means. Many are confounded 
by the conflicting advices to which they listen, 
and the mind instead of receiving new light to 
direct its inquiries is often brought to a stand in 
perplexity and embarrassment. It is equally 
true that many promising convictions have been 
dissipated from an eager haste in seeking public 
‘meetings for worship both by night and day. 
The mind is kept in a perpetual bustle; it has 
no time for sober reflection or deep self-exami- 
nation, nor even for prayer. 
Every one who is under the convincing ope- 
ration of the Spirit should be fully impressed 
with this, that violent as may be his convictions 
and terrible as may be his fears, there <s hope. 
His case is not half so gloomy now, when 
earth and heaven may alike appear unwilling to 
acknowledge him, as it was in the days of his 
thoughtlessness when no care obtruded, no fear 
alarmed and the earth and heaven seemed to 
smile. In the one case God stood afar off, now 
he has come nigh; in the one he seemed to have 
cast off the sinner, now he is giving him a token 
that he would rather he should turn and live. 
Conviction of sin is an evidence, we say, of 
God’s interest in the sinney,and where ever it 
is felt there is hope. In this state of mind then, 
the inquirer should know the hand that has 
smitten him and with what intent, and like a 
guilty culprit he should come humbly to the 
footstool of mercy and lie there until the wel- 
come annunciation come, son, daughter, be of 
good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee. Are 
any inquiries to be made? of whom could they 
so properly be made as of God? Is any advice 
to be asked, who isso wise a counsellor as God? 
Are any confessions and complaints to be utter- 
ed, who is so ready to listen to them as God? 
Is pardon desired, is peace of mind sought, is 
salvation the object of pursuit? God, God 
alone can give all these. May it not be pre- 
sumed that souls under the burden of sin, would 
sooner obtain relief if they would more exclu- 
sively look to the only source of relief? Yes, 
there is God angry only at sin, and wishing to 
be reconciled ; there is Jesus the Mediator of the 
new covenant, pleading his own infinitely meri- 
torious sacrifice; there is the Spirit of all grace 


‘ready with his saving influences; and what 


more does the sinner want? Has he no closet 
to which he may retire? Has he no words to 
express his woes? Can he not lie low at the 
feet of the Lord? Can he not be importunate. 

He can but perish if he goes 

_ Why not resolve to try ? 

For if he stays away he knows 

That he must surely die. 


“ Synop or CincinnaTI.—This ecclesias- 
tical body in view of the ** immense and _accu- 
mulating interests of the Redeemer’s cause,” 
Have resolved to invite each Presbytery, gon- 
nected with the Constitutional General Assem- 
bly in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to send at 
least one minister and one elder to meet in Con- 
vention at Cincinnati on the 9th of June next, 
empowered to consult and recommend such 
measures as the interests of the cause of Christ 
may seemto require. Dr. Beecher, and Messrs. 
Allen and Mills were appointed to carry the 
plan into effect. ‘The meeting succeeds the an- 
niversary of the Lane Seminary, and will be 
attended by a Secretary from each of the na- 
tional benevolent societies and other individuals 
from the East.” 

The foregoing we copy from the Boston Re- 


corder, The very name of a Convention used 
to be hateful to our New-school friends, and it 
was their doctrine that no emergency in the 
Church could justify a resort to such an anti- 
constitutional measure. The times have chan- 
ged and opinions withthem. The Presbyterian 
of the West wonders what can be the object of 
this extraordinary meeting. We, can conjec- 
ture. Lane Seminary, which a few years ago, 
was on the verge of extinction, has of late been 
revived at the earnest importunity of Dr. Beech- 
er, who has represented the practicability of 
making the great valley of the Mississippi the 
theatre of operations for the New-school, pro- 


vided they will raise up a sufficient ministry on 


the ground! We have reason to believe that 
the most strenuous exertions are made to infuse 
vigour into Lane Seminaiy, that the New-school 
are at the present time entertaining the highest 
hopes of the success of Dr. Beecher’s plan, and 
therefore 8ve have reason to believe that this 
Convention has a reference to this very project. 
Let the orthodox be warned in season, and let 
them exercise over their Churches a sleepless 
vigilance. 


Aut Important Facts.—The New England 
Puritan under this caption, calls the attention of 
serious inquirers to facts of vital importance, 
among which we have in the first place “ the 
fact of total depravity,” which is explained as 
an “utter destitution of morgl goodness or ho- 
liness” and as a disposition of “inveterate enmity 
against God.” Very good ; but then in the fifth 
place, ‘It is a fact that you can repent and be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a fact, 
because others, possessing only your ability, 
have done it—because repentance and faith are 
the acts of the sinner, and not the acts of God— 
and because your Maker, who is perfectly rea- 
sonable in his commands, positively requires 
you to perform these conditions of salvation.” 

Now this is a startling fact, or what some 
would call a false fact, that is, no fact at all. 
The man who is not only wholly destitute of 
moral goodness, but is inveterately hostile to 
God, cannot repent with the measure of ability 
which he naturally possesses. Others who 
possess only your ability, have repented, so 
may you—you may fulfil the conditions of sal- 
vation! We had supposed that Jesus Christ 
alone had fulfilled the conditions of salvation, 


should be ready to resolve that whatever may| 


be the inguirer’s main resort, All human coun- 


and that it was now offered and applied to the 


pares the sinner for its reception by working re- 
and faith inthim. It is deluding the 
sinner to hold out the idea that he can of him- 
self repent and believe. He has ruined himself 
| —he is wholly alienated from God and holiness, 
his first effort to return to God is by the sugges- 
tion of the Spirit, and if he ever becomes a 
true peniient and believer, it is not by his own 
power, but by the mighty power of God. 


From THE Ministry.—The 
Banner of the Cross states that Bishop Whit- 
tingham, of Maryland, has publicly pronounced| 
the sentence of degradation upon the Rev. John 
Alberger, a minister of that diocese, for renoun- 
cing the Christian religion and avowing himself 
to be an infidel. 


‘Forthe Presbyterian. 


COMPLAINT. 


Mr. Editor—Personal injuries ought not to 
be obtruded upon public sympathy without ne- 
cessity. My own have been of a nature too 
public and gross to be longer endured in silence. 
My complaint is simply this: | am seized every 


characters in this enlightened land, and com- 
pelled to utter, ideas repugnant to my nature. 
For example—-My parents taught me to say 
but one thing or two at most. r literati will 
have me prating.an all occasions. Sometimes | 
am made to serve the place of “elapsed,” as in 
the following clause—* there is little doubt that 
in the four hours that transpired (elapsed) be- 
tween the purchase of the article, &c.” A still 
more flagrant and frequent imposition upon my 
rights, you will perceive in such cases as this: 
“Nothing transpires (occurs) here of a public 
nature, without previous discussion.” ‘A sad 
disaster transpired (happened) yesterday in the 
Street, as a gentleman was driving, &c.” 
Mr. Editor, if I am to be used in this way there 
will be very soon an end of me. My Latin 
pedigree is already well nigh sunk in oblivion. 
Please let some people know, and remind others, 
that I am descended of a classic parentage. 
My etymon is “transpiro,” to breathe through, 
as steam or smoke through a crevice. My use 
is, simply to express the disclosure of something 
previously unknown. ‘The proceedings of 
the secret session have not yet transyred.” 
That is my legitimate use. = TRANSPIRE. 


| For the Presbyterian. 
THE MARRIAGE QUESTION IN IRELAND. 


A recent decision by a majority of the twelve 
Judges in Ireland, on the subject of marriages 
between Presbyterians, and members of the Es- 
tablished or Episcopal Church, by Presbyterian 
ministers, has naturally awakened muéh public 
attention. ‘That decision is, that marriages so- 
lemnized by Presbyterian ministers, between 
persons of their own communion and those o 
the Established Church are illegal, and of 
course null and void. 1 have observed the case 
noticed by many of the daily papers in Philadel. 
phiaand New York, and as some might be dispo- 
sed to conclude that the Presbyterian clergymen 
were culpable in celebrating marriages either 
ignoranily or illegally, | would state the case, 
and what has becn the repeated decisions of the 
learned Judges on the subject ; decisions which 
have been ratified and carried into execution by 
public acts of the Executive Government. 

The case that gave rise to the above decision 
is this:—A man of the name of Smith, an Epis- 
copalian, was married by the Rev. John Bell, of 
Clare, to oneof his hearers. After some years, 
Smith abandoned his wife, and two children; 
he removed to Dublin, and there married and 
lived with another female. An action for big- 
amy was brought against him at the last sum- 
mer Assizes in ‘Armagh, and he was tried be- 
fore the learned Judge Crampton. Mr. Bell 
proved the marriage, and though Smith’s coun- 
sel, Mr. Whiteside, one of the most talented bar- 
risters at the Irish Bar, endeavoured to invali- 
date the marriage on account of the Presbyte- 
rianism of the minister, it was sustained by the; 
Judge and the Jury, and in perfect conformity 
with previous analagous cases. Smith was sen- 
tenced-to seven years transportation. But his 
counsel did not rest there, he carried up the case 
for the decision of the twelve Judges, a majority 
of whem for the first time, affirm the principle, 
that the marriage of a regularly ordained Pres- 
byterian minister, between a member of his own 
Church and an Episcopalian is null and void. 
The consequence has been that the worthless 
wretch who recklessly violated the moral obli- 
gations which God and nature impose, has been 
exempted from justly merited punishment. 

Though I am not disposed, with my present 
information, to impeach either the soundness of 
the judicial decision, or the integrity of the 
Judges who gave it; still it ig contrary to all 
the decisions of Judges and Juries since the first 
settlement of the Presbyterian Church in Ire- 
land. From that time to the present, Presby- 
terian ministers acted under the conviction that 
they had a legal rig.it to unite in marri»ge their 
own people with those of other denominations. 
Upon this ‘understanding of the civil law they 
have always acted as a body, and their uniform 
practice has. been sustained by repeated de- 
cisions. Indeed it was sustained by Judge 
Crampton in Smith’s case, and sentence pro- 
nounced accordingly, and I know from the 
most undoubted authority, that the Executive 
had determined to transport him; and had not 
the deliverance of the Judges necessarily altered |, 
that determinajion, no amount of interest could} 
have prevailed to commute his sentence. The 
Presbyterian ministers had high legal decisions 
to satisfy them that they were not acting either 
ignorantly or illegally. In the year 1818, Cap- 
tain Lethorpe, an Episcopalian, was married by 
the Rev. Dr. Black of Derry, to a Miss Mar- 
shall of his @ongregation. The ‘parties re- 
moved to England where Lethorpe resided, 
and an attempt'was afterwards made to deprive 
his daughter, the issue of that union, of her 
rightful property upon the plea of the illegality 
of the Presbyterian marriage, performed between 
her parents. Lethorpe himselfwas a party in this 
base attempt, and not satisfied with the iniquity 
of disinheriting his daughter, he added the 
crime of bigamy to his unnatural guilt. Dr. 
Black was summoned to England and proved 
the marriage. Not only was Lethorpe defeated 
in his attempts, but he was transported for 
seven years; and Miss Lethorpe was put by the 
Chancellor of England, on Dr. Black’s testimo- 
ny and marriage, in the undisturbed possession 
of all her legal property. I recollect a similar 
decision given by Judge Moore at the County 
Antrim assizes, in Carrickfergus, in the year 
1834. The Presbyterian Minister of Lisburn 
had married a man toa member of his Church. 
It appeared he had been“ previously married to 
a wife still alive; he was apprehended and 
brought to trial. When the evidence of the 
prosecution was closed, the prisoner’s counsel, 
Mr. Scriven, called witnesses to attest that the 
man was of the Established Church. I well 
remember the Judye’s question. For what pur- 
pose do you call these witnesses, Mr. Scriven? 
Counsel replied, 1 want to prove, my Lord, that 
prisoner is a member of the Established 
Chusch, and therefore the marriage being by a 
Presbyterian Ministerisiovalid. ‘The Judge said, 
“You know very well thatisnothing. Thestatute| 
you have in your mind refers to any marriage 
between a Protestant and Catholic by a Priest. 
In this case on trial the marriage is perfectly 
valid.” The Judge instructed the Jury to con- 
vict; they without leaving the box returned their 
verdict—Guilty; and the bigamist was trans- 
ported. ‘These cases prove that the Presbyte- 


rian Ministers, did not act ignoiantly, or as they 


day by one or other of the countless literary] © 


— 
= 


i, illegally ; e they had the de. 


cisionsof Judges both in Englandand Ireland; and 


the deliberate acts of Government in executing 
these decisions, and therefore concluded natural- 
ly that they were correct. It does not appear 
rom all the information which I have received, 
that the authorities on which the majority of 
the J rested: have been published; they 
doubtless have found them and considered them 
good and sufficient, but so strong has been the 
feeling upon the subject, that the Attorney Gen- 
eral has instructed’ the law officers of the 
Crown to have a bill prepared and brought in 
to legalize all such marriages. This is evi- 
dence that he regards the statutes on which the 
decision is founded, as iniquitous and unjust. | 
understand there has not been so strong a feel- 
ing manifested by the Presbyterian community 
in Ireland on any subject for many years. Pub- 
lic meetings are hejd in all their congregations 
to express their fixed determination, that no- 
thing less wi'l satisfy them than a bill that shall 
have both a retrospective and prespective effect, 
that will legalize the past and secure on a legal 
basis: the exercise of this privilege for the future, 
whilst they respect the rights of others, their 
own they will determinedly support: and never 
seek for those rights and privileges to which 
they are entitled, through an established Church 
with which they are not. spiritually connected, 


but greviously burdened to support. L. 
For the Presbyterian. 
AN ALLE GORY. 
To the Churchmen of the Chureh. 


‘¢ And whatever Christian condescendingness 
and goodness of temper may prompt a man to, 
who makes not what others do, but what they 
ought to do, his rule and measure; they have 
least reason to expect much compliance from 
others who bind Themselves up within their own 
party, are enwrapped as leviathan in his scales, 
call themselves the Church—as many say here 
is Christ and there is Christ—and call all men 
separatists that will not be of their church. 
And pérhaps they assume and appropriate the 
name with no more pretence or colour, and 
with no better sense, than if a humoursome 
company of men should distinguish themselves 
from others, by wearing a blue or a yellow 

irdle, and call themselves mankind.” —Howe’s 
tter on Stillingfleet’s Sermon. | | 


Two men had erected temples fronting each 
other on opposite sides of the street, in a free 
city. The temple of the one was in the grand 
and simple style of the Tuscan order of archi- 
tecture. This simplicity gave it an indescriba- 
ble charm to the eye of him who had scanned 
with sober reflection the handiwork of the great 
Architect of the heavens. ‘There was something 
about its proportions which irresistibly remind- 
ed one of a clear sky at noonday with its shin- 
ing sun and the enlightened world beneath. 
The only ornament within it was a beam of 
light that came down from heaven, entered by 
a sky-light on the roof, and stood for ever in 
the midst of the Temple like a column of pure 
and solid diamond. The builder exhibited the 
original model, still. preserved in the archives 
of his temple, according to which the edifice 
was erected; and on the closest examination 
this model proved to be the same that was left 
in the hands of twelve master-builders by the 
Son of God himself while on a visit of mercy to 
the city, many ages ago. And indeed it must 
have had a divine origin, for there were about’ 
it none of those ingenious contrivances to daz- 
zle the senses with uncertain splendour, or to 
allure and charm the restless imagination, or to 
gratify the sensual feelings, which always mark 
the inventions of man. ‘The model of this tem- 
ple was such as man would not have chosen to 
invent for himself had he been able to do so; 
and such as he could not have invented for him- 
self, had he chosen to do so. 

The temple of the other citizen was replete 
with studied ornament in every part. In its 
front stood a long row of curiously-wrought 
columns, which the chisel of the statuary had 
covered all over with images/of a prelate’s 
mitre in bold relief, from the pedestal at the 


bottom to the entablature at the top of each 


column. Its windows were surmounted with 
heavy gothic arches, and beneath them many 
niches containing statues, and images, and relics 
of saints and martyrs of olden time. Within the 
temple there stood several ranges on each side 
of Corinthian pillars hung around with full fes- 
toons of flowers ingeniously wrought into re- 
presentations of clerical robes, tippet, surplice, 
and lawn. At the bases of these columns lay 
a long chain, passing through every aisle of the 
temple, whose links were in the prevailing en- 
igmatical form of the mitre; this chain seemed 
useless in such a place to the eye of every other 
person but the builder himself, and an aged and 
dissolute neighbour of his who lived hard by, 
in a scarlet-coloured palace. And though with 
a glance it was evident that it had never been 
connected at all in some places; in others rust 
and filth had parted the links, and in others still 
its strength was less than that of “ the spider’s 
most attenuated web,” yet these two persons 
maintained w&h redoubtable logic that it was 
a fast and firm chain, and indeed that the whole 
temple would be nothing without it. The win- 
dows were painted full of the legends of tradi- 
tionary lore, in antique figures and varied hues, 
through which the rays of the sun strained in 
with difficulty; and the deficiency of light was 
supplied by several tapers which were burning 
on the altar beneath “ the sign of the cross.” 
The owner of this temple was in the habit of 
vociferating at the corners of the streets that no 
man in the city had a right to erect any temple 
which was not on the model of his, for that in 
good sooth his was verily THE temple; which 
he proved by showing that the model certainly 
came into general use some time.after the visit 
of mercy which the Son of God paid to the city 
many ages ago. Being inspired with an un- 
usual degree of. positiveness by testimony so 


overwhelming as this, he seemed insulted at the 


very existence of any cther temple; and how- 
ever brightly the rays of the sun illuminated its 
aisles, and however ‘brilliantly the flame kin- 
dled upon its altars, he pertinaciously maintain- 
ed that any other was no temple at all, and that 
if any man had the temerity to abide in it he 
was still unhoused and absolutely out of doors 
exposed to the peltings of the pitiless storm. 

Another characteristic of this honest citizen 
was that he seemed to possess bowels of re- 
markable tenderness and mercy towards the 
servants and children of his neighbours, and 
was therefore remarkably assiduous in endea- 
vouring to induce them, in the name of mercy, 
to forsake their own temples, whatever they 
might be, and enter into his patriarchal, pro- 
phetical, and apostolical retreat. Jn short, he 
seemed to feel something like an erotomania 
towards the servants and children of other tem- 
ples; and when now and then one such, of a 
susceptible heart, and of easy fidelity was won 
by his solicitations, then he stood in front of his 
temple, and about the space of two hours cried 
out Great 1s Diana oF THE Epnesians! 

This citizen, of course, in the honesty of his 
heart, sometimes took & prizing bat and set 
himself busily at work around the founda- 
tions of his neighbour’s temple, vowing that the 
profane edifice should come down. Once upon 
a time it chanced that he was seen at this work 
by the owner of the temple he-was trying to 
throw down, who was walking, upon the roof in 
the cool of the day. ‘The citizen on the roof 
was much surprised at seeing his good neigh- 
bour thus employed, as we may well suppose, 
and without intending to inflict very serious in- 
jury upon him, threw down upon him a small 
tile that had been heated by the warm rays of 
the sun, and which rapped him across the 


knuckles. Thereupon dropping his prizing-bar, 


he went away and posted up notices, placards, 
and advertisements throughout the city de. 
nouncing that neighbour as the bitterest and 


a 


| tried men’s souls.” 


during the short time of my absence. 


‘most uncharite ble of men, and withal uncha ri- 

table towards THE temple. 7 
For tus Morat—See “Charity for the 

Chorch,” by a Layman, Episcopal Recorder,| 


Dec. 24, 1841. J. H. B. 
THE REV. WILLIAM FOSTER. 


Your paper contained a few months since, 
“an account of the murder of the Rev. John 
Roseburgh, by the Hessians, during the Revo- 
memes? war.” The narrative (which was un- 
derst to be from the pen of the Rev. Dr. 
Alexander,) was interspersed with brief sketches 
of a number of the Presbyterian clergy of the 
Revolution. One, the Rev. Mr. Foster, was 
thus alluded to: ~ 

“In the same neighbourhood there was an- 
other Presbyterian minister, whose name is now. 
little known, who was no less zealous and ac- 
tive in the support of American Independence, 
than Mr. Carmichael ; this was the Rev. Mr. 
Foster. {t isa matter of regret to the writer, 
that he is in possession of no authentic facts 
relative to this clergyman, who is said to have 
been also distinguished in his profession. - Per- 
haps some of the clergy of that region may 
still be able to glean some further information 
respecting these and other clergymen distin- 
guished for their patriotism in those times which 


A lady of my church, observing this para- 
graph, has kindly placed in my hands for Dr. 
Alexander’s use, an old copy of the “ Mercer 
Luminary,” containing a very interesting ac- 
count of Mr. Foster’s last illness and h. 
Instead of sending it to Princeton, however, | 
take the liberty of sending it to the Presbyte- 
rian—that it may be read not only by the vene-| 
rable Professor, but by all others who take an 
interest in the characters and lives of the early 
ministers of our Church. I am, very respect- 
fully, &c. A Pastor. 

Philadelphia, March, 1842. 


of a letter from the Rev. John Carmichael, to Rev. 
rt Smith, containing a brief statement of a few very 
important particulars of the Religious Exercises o' the 

Rev. William Foster, Minister of the Gospel in Octorara, 
_ Pennsylvania. 

Rev. and Dear Sir—As you were abroad a 
considerable distance on important business at 
the time of the sickness and much lamented 
death of my dear brother-in-law, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Foster; and since you have been inform- 
ed that he left this world in a very happy frame 
of mind, and you wish to know the particulars, 
and what I heard him say with his dying lips, 
[ very readily comply with your desire: for 
notwithstanding the subject is in itself melan- 
choly, yet, I-bless God, [ have it in my power 
to send you such an account of the blessed and 
unusually happy state of his precious soul, in 
his sickness, and at his dissolution, as cannot 
fail to be refreshing to every one that loves our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity : for * blessd are 
the dead who die in the Lord.” | 

As soon as | heard of his illness, I went to 
see him, and, from the bad colour of his skin, 
and heavy fever, I was afraid the consequence 
might prove fatal. But Mr. Foster himself did 
not then apprehend much danger. After-much 
conversation, and after we had prayed together, 
| returned home, and in a few days heard he 
was worse, which I indeed much feared would 
be the case. I went to see him again, and was 
alarmed to find his disease had increased much 
J told 
him my fear, that he would be taken from us ; 
while at the same time I felt much difficulty in 
being resigned to the divine will, as both Church 
and State need the exercise of his valuable ta- 
lents. Mr. Foster said, he was more apprehen- 
sive that his disorder might terminate in his dis- 
solution than at first; but, said he, ** the will of 
God be done. Whatever my great Master God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ does, is right; and 
blessed be his namo, | am not afraid to meet 
death.” 

We entered into a free conversation on the 
state of religion in our own and the neighbour- 
ing churches around us. Mr. Foster observed, 
that although his own pastoral charges and the 
congregations contiguous were no doubt in a 
declining state of religion, and did just now par- 
take of the present declension of the day; yet 
we ought to bless God it. was no worse with us, 
when we considered how much the divine in- 
fluence of God, the Holy Spirit, is,withdrawn 
from the means of grace in general, and the 
many and strange temptations which these times 
throw in the way of real piety and true holi- 
ness. He said that his people, considered as a 
congregation, were both solemn and attentive 
in time of public worship, and discovered much 
affection to him as their pastor, that he felt in 
himself much outgoing of Christian love and 
affection to them; that in his public labours in 
his Divine Master’s service, both at home and 
abroad, he had much greater freedom, and en- 
largement of soul in the real things of God and 
eternal life than usual; which was exceedingly 
refreshing to him, so that he found himsell 
really fed with divine things, while he was 
breaking the bread of life to others; and that 
this had been his happy case for some time 
past. I then returned home, full of fears that 
Mr. Foster would soon be removed from us by 
death ; and found that there was too much cause 
for my fears, as a messenger was sent to re- 
quest my immediate return, as he was supposed 
to be near his end. ‘I came; but as too much 
company weakened him, I did not go in where 
he lay, or lethim know I was come. But after 
a little, being sensible that his dissolution was 
near, | was anxious to see him, and converse 
with him about affairs of infinite moment; as 
he was on the verge of eternity, and in the full 
exercise of his rational powers. I therefore de- 
sired Mrs. Foster to tell my dear brother that | 
was come. He was glad to hear it, and desired 
to see me. Iwas much affected to see him so 
much reduced in his outward man, attended 
with so many evidences of the near approach 
of death. He took me very affectionately by 
the hand, and held it. 1 said to him, as yuu 
are too weak to speak much, | wish you only 
to answer the few questions [ will ask you by 
a sign, or yes or no, or a word or two, as you 
feel yourself able. I asked him, As you Gre 
now on the very brink of the eternal world, 
and ina few hours to appear before the great 
God, to answer for the deeds done in the body, 
how do you feel in your goul, and what are your 
hopes of eternal life? He answered, that al- 
though it was very difficult for him to speak 
much, yet he would do all in his power for the 
best of Masters, in leaving testimony for him 
and his precious truths with his last breath, and 
would not have us stop him from speaking, al- 
though it might seem to hurt him. “ What ] 
shall say (said he) you may depend on as sin-. 
cere and from the \heart, as I can be under no 
temptation to deceive; for I am a dying man, 
and now die inthe full belief of the truth and 
vast importance of those doctrines of grace 
which I have been preaching to mankind, and 
[ do now with my dying breath give my testi- 
mony to them as true. | am venturing my soul 
on their veracity with the greatest cheerfulness; 
and adored be my God and Saviour for it. |! 
do now feel, on this my death bed, their appli- 
cation by the blessed Spirit to my soul. [| do 
find, by-a most inexpressible experience, that 
while my outward man is decaying, my inward 
man is gaining strength every moment ; and 
the nearer my approach to death and eternity, 
the greater my joy, in so much that I find all 
those sweet precious promises of eternal life 
dispersed through the holy dear book of God 
harmonizing for my divine consolation, by the 
Spirit’s application of them to. my soul. « And 
[ now feed on them by faith, 86 that I am not 
able to tell the. thousandth part of ‘the joy, and 
evangelical consolation, and real comfort, my 
soul feels, and which has been increasing in 


my heart since the beginning of this sickness, 
even to this hour, like a stream of the water o! 


the river of life flowing in a growing tide to 
my soul. Oh! how shall Sad suffi- 
ciently adore my God, my Saviour, my Jesus, 
my all and in all!” He then paused; und [ 
asked him, if he had not at times some fears 
and doubts lest his heart should deceive him in 
this great eternal affair. He replied, “In my 
early days, and in my youth, under the 

I had many alarms and awful fenrs through the 
conviction | then had of the natural badness of 
my heart; and the more powerful and clear the 
sermen | heard, the more I was coaviticed of 
my undone state by nature. But | had a great 
desire to be a preacher of the precious Gospel 
—— Christ to the world; yet felt an ex- 

ing great terror at times, more especially — 

lest | should preach an unknown Christ. I 6 
portuned heaven to save me from such a judg- 


ment; and for ever adored be the Lord Jesus 


aie my Divine Master, for he was pleased 
lo answer my prayers. He was graciously, 
pleased to Himeclf ‘in a 
to my soul, so that, afler the experience of a 
number of years, 1 have reason to know with 
much gospel confidence, that what I called my 
convictions at the time of my soul’s closure with 
Christ, and the very solemn exercise of my 
heart was not a delusion, but a great reality; [ 
have not been preaching an unknown Christ ; I 
know in whom I have believed, and that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed to 
Him against the last day. 1 now tell you on 
my death-bed, that the divine beauty, harmony. 
moral excellency, and heavenly sweetness of 
the way of salvation for sinners of mankind 
through the Lord Jesus Christ did continue to 
grow and increase to my view from the time of 
my conversion until this solemn moment.” He 
then paused, and I asked him if he was not at 
times afflicted with the prevalency of a self- 
righteous spirit. He replied, that he found that 
spirit at times a very sore enemy to keep in 
subjection, but that just now he happily found 
himself enabled to rest wholly on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and his righteousness, and felt 
himself so happily relieved from that enemy as 
to be full of joy and divine consolation. 1 then 
asked him, which he would choose, if it was his 
option just now either to die or live. He an- 
swered, that he had no choice to make: God’s 
choice was his; so that he could say from the 
heart, “ ‘Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” If the King of Zion chose to con- 
tinue him longer on earth to serve him, he 
would say, Amen; and would wish to preach 
again to souls, as one from the dead; but to 
depart and be with Christ was far better: there 
was nothing on earth worth enjoying compared 
to the heavenly glories, and death was but the 
partition wall between God’s children and infi- 
nite happiness, suited to the nature of an im- 
mortal soul: all that the earth calls good and 
great, with all its possible splendour, is but dust 
in the balance when put in competition with di- 
vine things, and viewed in the light of eternity, 
as he now viewed them; and alf their false ap- 
pearances vanish as darkness before the rising 
day of the glory of Immanuel’s land. He then 
said, “ Oh! how sweet is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and its divine truths just now to my soul.” 
He then paused; and I asked him if he did not 
find it difficult to part with his dear wife and 
little children. He answered that the ties of 
nature were very binding, and their dissolution 
hard to be borne, but that the God of nature 
had a right to rend those bonds and ties how or 
when he pleased. Death (said he) must sepa- 
rate us some time, and God’s time is the best. 
I have no fear but God will take care of my 
widow and my fatherless dear children. God 
tells me, in Jeremiah xlix. 11—* Leave thy 
fatherless children; I will preserve them alive; — 
and let thy widow trust in me.” This is like 
a bill of exchange put into my hand by the 
great Secretary of heaven, God the Holy Ghost, 
to draw on the bank of heaven for the support . 
of my family after my decease, I rely upon 
it; and do you think it will be protested? No, 
it cannot, except through infidelity on the part 
of the dependents, which they must guard 
against if they wish to be happy. I do cheer- 
fully commit my earthly concerns of every kind 
into the hands of the great Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
who has all power in heaven and on earth; 
to whom I commit my soul triumphing; for I 
am certain that all things shall work together 
for good finally to God’s people. Many more 
things he said of the same heavenly kind and 
strain, which showed how full his soul was of 
God, how empty of self, and how much his 
conversation was in heaven. 

I then took an affectionate leave, and hasten- 
ed home to bring Mrs. Carmichael to see him, 
if she could once more in this world: but our 
ears were struck with the melancholy news of 
his death, on the road, by a messenger sent to 
informus. We came to Bochim, the place of 
weeping; and I was told by those who were 
present, that this happy frame of soul continued * 
and even increased to the last moments of his 
life. A few hours before his departure, he call- 
ed Mr. Sample to his bed side and said, * You 
see, my dear sir, that I am grappling with the 
king of terrors; and justly is he so called; for 
to die is indeed a solemn thing. But this is the 
gate by which we must enter in: and blessed 
be my God, I am not afraid to pass the Jordan 
of death. My Joshua has gone before. Oh 
how comfortable to have a God to go to in such 
an hour! and let me now, my dear sir, in 
your presence, give my testimony, with my dy- 
ing breath, to God’s truths; that it is alone in 
true religion that real comfort is to be found ; 
that God’s favour and loving kindness, in this 
trying hour, will be found better than life it- 
self, 
ance of the work in which you are engaged. 
It may appear important to you now; but when, 
like me, you are just launching into the world 
of spirits, and have eternity in full view, it will 
appear infinitely more so. With respect to the 
dear people of my charge, it woula be one of 
the foremost things to make life desirable to 
have an opportunity of meeting with them once 
more, to declure to them the counsels of hea- 
ven with the emphasis of death and eternity on 
my lips, as I now feel them, and so, if possible, 
to press on them more closely those important 
realities which belong to their everlasting peace: 
but infinite wisdom has determined otherwise. 
However, I still hope, that God has something 
great and good in store for Octorara: there-. 
fore, my dear sir, when Iam sleeping in the 
dust, do you deliver this message to the dear 
people of my charge. as the last words of their 
dying pastor to them, that when | was just 
launching into the eternal world, and had it in 
full view, and just appearing before their and 
my great, eternal, and just Judge, my con- 
science then bore testimony that I never had 
concealed from them any of the divine coun-. 
sels with which I was intrusted, and which was 
necessary for them to know; nor had I ever 
delivered to them a doctrine but on the veracity 
of which I can venture my own salvation, and 
that those very important truths which | have. 
delivered to them in life are now the support of 
my soul, and the foundution of my hopes. But 
inasmuch as infinite wisdom has denied them 
and me an interview until the morning of the 
resurrection, tell them, Oh! tell them, from me 
just now expiring, to prepare to have the solemn 
account then and there settled before their and 
my God—I to answer in what manner, from 
what views and from what ends,] declared 
the truth of the everlasting gospel to them—they 
to answer how they have heard those truths, 
and in what manner they have improved them. 


As God had favoured him with the full and - 
_free use of his reason through the whole of bis 
sickness, when he found himself in the very — 
jaws of death, lest those about him should think 


his sufferings intolerable, and tend to lessen the 
idea they ought to have of God’s love to his ‘ 
dying servants, he said, ‘* Though my body is 
so wrought, do not think my burthen too hard 
to bear; it is not. Death is not so hard as [ 


Oh! sir, remember the infinite import- - 
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Teat Etona, 


eonvéyed: ‘into-heaven, to dwell for ever 


Presbyterian in England. 
ENGLISH ‘CHURCH APPAIBS. 

Much is said about the Colonial bishoprics, 

and, the magoificent missions connected with 


6 fain have turned with hope from the 
oid scenes of inveterate errors, should thus be 
infected and ruined by the | 
corrupt English Establishment. The Bishop of 
New Zealand is a Churchman” in the sinister 
sense of the term; and of the persone-connect- 
ed with the ‘mission there are many from the 


list of The Society for the Propugation of the| 
parts,” which it is well known/ 


in Foreign 

ie-wholly undef Puseyite control. fn the Ec- 
clesiastical Gasette, there is an account, by the 
Rev: EB. Coleridge, of the embarkation of the 
Bishop of New Zealand, in a letter dated “ St. 
Stephen’s day;” from which it appears that the 
‘bishop gave to. Mr. Coleridge as a farewell 
text, Acts xxi. 6—* When we had taken leave, 
te took ship, and they returned home!” and 
the parting were, “God bless you, Flo- 
at Ecclesia!” This is a tri- 
fling--eiseumstance to mention, but it indicates 
the pitiable spirit in which these Church Colo- 
nial missions are undertaken. The bishopric of 
Jerusalem isa far more deplorable case. The 
bishop has gone out with “ letters commenda. 


“tory from the Most Rev. the Lord Archbishop 


of Canterbury, to their Holiness the Right Rev. 
Prelates of the Oriental Churches.” He has 
taken.out. also copies of this proclamation in 
"Greek, for the entightenment of the natives of 
these lands, who are to know that the bishop is 
‘‘ consecrated by the Primate of all England and 
Metropolitan,” and sent out “with charges not 
to intermeéddle in any way with the jurisdiction 
of the prelates, or other dignitaries. bearing rule 
in the Churclies of the East ;” and that there is 
affixed “our Archiepiscopal seal to this lettet, 
written with our own hand, at our palace at 
Lambeth?” © Oh what mockery does all this put 
upon the gospel of Christ, who commanded his 
followers to have in them the same humility 
that was in Him! what mockery does it put up- 
on the real ; lic succession, the transmitted 


ministry of reconciliation through the blood of 


Jesus! As if it had never been written, that the 


~ ministers of Christ were to be, not as lords over 


God’s heritage, but as ensamples to the flock, 
and helpers of their joy! “ Jesus called the 
Apostles unto him, and saith unto them, Ye 
know that they which are accounted to rule 
over the Gentiles. exercise lordship over them ; 
‘and their great ones exercise authority upon 
them. But so shall it not be among you: but 
whosoever will be great among you shall be 
your minister: and whosoever of you will be 
the chiefest shall be servant of all. For even 
the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give-his life a ransom for 

* What will the poor Druses and other 


many. 
inhabitants of Syria think when they, hear such 
'Scriptures_as these, and contrast their spirit 


tants. of other churches, the proposals of any. 


_Puseyite party, or the sneers of their Evangel- 
deal brethren, who act a most unworthy part in 
#tagding aloof from them in their attempt to el- 


Church, 


with that of the proclamation or letter commen- 
datory of the new Bishop of Jerusalem? Lord 
Archbishop—Primate of all England and Me- 
tropolitan—Right Reverend Holiness—our arch- 
iepiscopal seal—our palace! How strange will 
all- this sound amidst the very scenes of our 
Saviour’s humiliation and sufferings! on the 
ground where He ssid of this anti-chris. 
tian pomp and Gentile Prelacy, So shall it not 
be among you / It will not be surprising if this 
politico-prelatical counsel and work come to 
nou t. 


Some of the well-meaning people of Chelten- 


ham, Birmingham, and other places, have been 
memorialising the Archbishop of Canterbury 
on the subject of the Oxford heresies, and desir- 
ing some official disapproval of them from the 
bishops asa body. The Primate has replied, 
that he will take the matter into grave consid- 
eration. It is obvious that no good can result 
from this. Even although the desired censure 
should be set forth, itis only what has already 
been done by many of the bishops in the strong- 
est terms, without being in the slightest degree 
regarded, or having any influence on the pro- 
gress of the errors. Besides, the bishops know 
well that the Puseyites have the authority of 
the very letter of the standards of the Church 
for almost all that they profess to hold. The 
wiser course would be to petition for a revision 
of the Prayer-Book and other formularies, and 
a removal of all Popish tenets therefrom. We 
can scarcely, however, expect this to be sought 
‘by people who have been brought up in the idea 
that their Prayer-Book is as sacred and essen- 
tial a book as their Bible. 

The memorial which has been sent to the 
Committees of the candidates for the Oxford 
Poetry Professorship, desiring that both may be 
withdrawn, is in every way a most discreditable 
document. It is signed by about two hundred 
and fifty Oxford men, including eight bishops. 
Many of the names are friends of the Popish 
candidate, who, fearing defeat, wishes to back 
out of the contest. But the greatest part are 
men who hate evangelical religion and oppose 
the Protestant candidate, yet do not wish tocom- 
mit themselves by supporting a man so oul- 

ly heterodox as Mr. Williams. The 
Committee of Mr. Garbett have very properly 
refused to accede to the proposal. The Pusey- 
ite party will probably be signally defeated ; but 


the influences of the’ 


the result will be of no moment either way in 
regard to the progress of the heresy, nor will 
the success of the other side yield much ground 


of hope or congratulation, as there are very few/ 


indeed of the Evangelical clergy who are ac- 
tuated by the spirit of sound Protestantism, or 
are seeking for the farther reformation of their 
Charch. In my last communication, [ stated 
that there is a small band of reformers who are 
beginning to protest openly against the state of 
the Church, and to seek for salutary changes. 
The great body of their Evangelical brethren, 
however, dislike them, being conscious how 
their own apathy and incongruity (!o use no 
harder terms,) are rebuked by the courage and 
honesty of these men. We did not make the 
mistake ‘which. The Record ascribes to us, of 
“considering the Rev. Mr. Spencer a great au- 
thority on the subject of Church refurm;” we 
know too well to how few that subject is pala- 
table, and how small is the number in the Eng- 
lish Church who can appreciate the spirit in 
which his proposals are made. But by Protes- 


reformers in the English Church, however little 
weight they may yet have, are looked on with 

interest, as it is only by some such 
movement that the Protestantism of the Estab- 
lishment.can be maintained.. I trust that Mr. 
Spencer and his associates will go boldly for- 
ward, without heeding either the hostility of the 


fect. the reformation and purifying of their 


ny of the Evangelical clergy begin to 


ugain of the Holy Ghost, when every one of his 


| hearers has been taught from childhood that 


at baptism he “was made a member of Christ, 


dom of heayen?” .With what force can the 
warnings and ipvitations of the gospel fall upon. 


» the consciences.of those who have all their life 


been accustomed: to say, “1 believe in God the 
Son, who hath redeemed me and all mankind ; 


I believe in God the Holy Ghost, who sanctifi- 


ed me and all the elect people of God?” What 
weight can there be in any such denunciations 
of Buseyite errors, when the doctrines of baptis- 
mal regeneration, and sacra.nental absolution, 
and sacramental efficacy, with many other follies 
and heresies, prevade the Catechism and services 
of the Church? Surely the Evangelical clergy 


would stand on better ground for holding forth 


the truths of the gospel, if their Popish errors 
were rooted out from the. Standards of the 
Church, than when they are obliged to explain 
them away by most pitiable perversions of lan- 
guage and painful torsions of conscience? Why 
should they longer refrain from seeking a re- 
vision of the Standards and a reform of the cor- 
rupt constitution of their Church? 

The present state of matters is altogether de- 
plorable. One set of the clergy are preaching 
the tenets of Popery ; and are taunted with dis- 
honesty for remaining in the Church while op- 
posing the Thirty-Nine Articles. . Another set. 
preach the doctrines of the Reformed churches; 
and are, with equal justice, taunted with dishon- 
esty for their opposition to the Catechism and 
other public formularies. The Articles contra- 
dict the Catechism; the Liturgy is inconsistent 
with the Homilies; the Prayer k is opposed 
to the Bible. Yet English clergymen are re- 
quired to ebaicibe all these incongruous stand- 
ards ! 
been brought up in blind and ignorant venera- 
tion of their ** most apostolical constitution” and 
their “most scriptural Standards,” are begin- 
ning to be astonished and bewildered by these 
conflicting discrepancies. No wonder that the 
rulers of the Church are perplexed how to act, 
and compelled to remain inactive. The very last 
number of the London Record, in referring to a 
clergyman of Birmingham, who has placed a gilt 
cross at his altar, and performs genuflexions be- 
fore it, says, ‘* Here is a man introducing into 
our Protestant Church, one of the most distin- 
guishigg features connected with Popish idola- 
try. No bishop inierposes. No discipline is 
exercised. We expect to hear of high mass 
being performed in one of our Churches one of 
these days.” Yet the Record has not yet begun 
to advocate a revision of the Standards and a 
Reformation of the Church, by which alone this 
state of thingscan be putanendto! — 

Had the Protestant Dissenters of England 
not ruined their influence by their political Vol- 
untaryism, they might have oceupied a “noble 
position at the present crisis. But the Indepen- 
dents can have no weight while they continue 
to act on political and utilitarian grounds, instead 
of on seriptural grounds alone. Presbyterians, 
that is to say Protestants of the school of Luth- 
er and Calyin, Knox and Zuingle, Wickliffe and 
Cranmer, are the only men who have made no 
compromise with error, and whose doctrine and 
polity ate founded on the Word of God only. 
After nearly two centuries of lethargy, it is high 
time for Presbyterians to awake and again set 
up the standardof the Reformation. ‘They, and 
they only, are the rightful defenders of the 
Apostolic faith against Popery and Prelacy, 
Erastianism and sectarianism. The present 
times are not unlike those which gave rise to 


the glorious Westminster Assembly. Presbyte- 


rians were taught many useful lessons by the 
events of the seventeenth. century in England; 
and now at length there is the prospect of their 
turning to good account the dear-bought expe- 
rience of those eventful times. ‘The period is at 
hand for thefr again being up‘and doing; and 
their efforts will now be made under more aus- 
picious circumstances, and will be crowned with 
triumphant success. The state of ecclesiastical 
affairs in England is to bé brought before the 
Assembly of the Reformed Church of Ireland, 
and also before the Presbyterian Synod of Eng- 
land at their next meeting ; and it is a subject 
which the General Assembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland, as the leading body of the Relorméd 
Churches, ought forthwith to take up. 


PRESBYTERY OF ERIE. 


Tothe Editor of the Presbyterian. 

Dear Sir—It has been made our duty to for- 
ward for publication in the ‘* Presbyterian,” the 
following resolution adopted by the Presbytery 
of Erie, at its last meeting held in January last. 

‘Resolved, That the Presbytery of Erie, does 
hereby pledge itself to sustain a missionary with- 
in its bounds to supply its vacant congregations, 
for the term of one year, after a suitable person 
shall have been obtained, at a salary of Four 
Hundred Dollars.” 

In forwarding the above resolution, it may 
not be improper to briefly state one or two of 
the reasons, which in the opinion of the Presby- 
tery, called for such order. 

The Presbytery of Irie consists of nine 
Ministers. ‘The space occupied, embraces. the 
counties of Erie, Warren, Crawford, and about, 


or more than, one halfof Venango and Mercer,| 


giving about two Ministers to each county. 
ut Mercer county, alone, has four ministers, 
and part of the time a fifih. Erie has but one, 
and he is an aged father, now physically in- 
capable of performing the part of a young man. 
Warren has but oae, Crawford has but one, and 
Venango has but one, with a portion of the 
labours of another. ‘Two or three ministers 
have lately left our region. 

In these counties there are at least ten or 
twelve vacant churches, and an extensive field 
besides, for missionary labour. Some of our 
ministers, are settled over two or three edoere 
gations; which fact, added to the distancejto be 
travelled, renders it exceedingly difficult for set- 
tled pastors, to supply even occasionally desti- 
tute churches. | 

In addition the above, the New-school Pres- 
bytery of Erie, consisting of about an equal 
number of ministers, and being more concen- 
trated, and having fewer churches, are able to 
make aggressive efforts—and are not diffident 
about doing so. While we are scarcely able to 
use defensive measures. 

Hand we the power to become aggressors, 
there is abundant reason to believe prosperous’ 
Old-school churches could be established, in the 
very heart of the region, which, from necessity, 
is now left to their undisturbed possession. 
There are many among them, who decidedly 
prefer the Old-school body, but now go quietly 
with the New-school, simply because they see 
no present possibility of having their preference 
gratified. Aod thus we are obliged to leave 
them. All that is required, to give throughout 
this contested region complete ascendency to 
the Old-school, is that we have the men. 

Our Presbytery, in passing the above resolu- 
tion, had in view, a double object. The first 
was that which appears in the resolution. The 
second, was the probable speedy settlement, of 
such person as should answer to the call, over 
some one or two of the now vacant congrega- 
tions, This might be quite confidently expect- 
ed; for there aresome five or six of those con- 
gregations, of which any two or three are able 
and anxious to sustain the ministry.. Then in 
the event of such settlement, the Presbytery 


think it necessary to “preach to the times.” 


would put forth another call fora missionary, 


the child of God, and un inheritor of the king-| 


No wonder that the laity, who have) 


now being made from those different sources, 

This was powerful reason for the agppt 
of the resolution. Some of our smaller and (to. 
us) most inaccessible churches, seemed in dan- 
ger of being overwhelmed, or carried away by 
the wild. excitements, in the use of which our 
New-school brethren are so well skilled; and 
which they are not modest in carrving into such 
of our congregations, as will suffer their visits. 

From the above, we would not convey the idea 
that we are losing ground. By no means. On 
the cantrary,; we are becoming more firm and 
nronglevery day. Our churches are returning 
to th ‘and doctrines of our Church with 
new zeaPand determination.” 

They are rallying around those great truths, 
only the more ardently for that they have had 
ample evidence of the evil tendency and results 
of the new systems. And while many were for 
a time deceived, and led to doubt the existence 
of a cause for the alarm note that was raised, 
by false representations, and were thus shaken 
somewhat, and doubted, they are now abun- 
dantly satisfied to ** build upon the foundation of 
the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone.” And others are 
ready to return, if only we could open our arms 
wide enough to receive them. 

It would afford us pleasure to add more and 
more particularly; but already we have perhaps 
said too much, seeing our object is simply to ask 
you to give publicity to the before mentioned 
resolution. 

Should any desire to correspond upon the sub- 
ject of the resolution, he may address, 

| Joun Reynoups Esa. or 
Joun V. 
Meadville, Pennsylvania. 


THE WAY OF LIFE. 


This volume has heretofore been briefly no- 
ticed in our columns.. But we have recently 
read it with some care, and with uncommon 
pleasure; and we wish now to-say this, and to 
commend it as a pear! among books. ‘The au- 


-thor is Professor Hodge, of the Theological 


Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey. It was pre- 
pared by him for the American Sunday School 
Union, by whom it has been published. 

‘I'he aim of the book is three fold: first, to 
establish the divine origin of the Scriptures; 
secondly, to show what doctrines they teach; 
and thirdly, to inquire what influence those doc- 
trines should exert on the heart and life. These 
great subjects—the satisfactory discussion of 
which in a single volume would be high praise 
—are managed with peculiar clearness, sim- 
plicity and power. We know not where the 
evidence of the divine origin of the Scriptures 
is presented in a way so well adapted to take 
effect upon the mind. It wins while it convinces. 
Here, in our opinion, is the sterling excellency 
of Doctor Hodge. While his mind is endowed 
with such clearness that it can throw a blaze 
of light upon any given subject, his heart is 
impregnated with such benevolence towards his 
felloy-men, that almost every one who comes 
withfh the sphere of its attraction becomes a 
willing convert to his opinions. While, then, 
he convinces the judgment, he carries captive 
the will. 

But the evidence of the divine origin of the 
Scriptures is not the best part of the volume. 
The author was most at home on the doctrines, 
and there he is primus inter pares. No 
we think, can read the volume under considera- 
tion, from the 53d to the 245th page—almost 
two-thirds of the whole work—without coming 
to the conclusion that nowhere else within the 
same compass, out of the Sacred Record, can 
he find so much to instruct and satisfy his 
mind, as well as to edify his heart. The chap- 
ter on Justification especially pleased us. “We 
wish we could see it in a tract, and scattered 
broad-cast over the land. ‘There is urgent need, 
at the present juncture, that this important doc- 
trinre should be held up in its scriptural linea- 
ments before the minds of men. 

The third grand topic of the book is the ap- 
plication of what has gone before, to practice. 
And here our author is not less felicitous than 
in any other part of the volume. But we have 
already taken up more space than we designed 
when we began. | 

We conclude by saying, that though we have 
expressed ourselves strongly, we have uttered 
nothing more than our sober convictions. Our 
testimony is unbought and spontaneous. If any 
doubt whether there be the value in the book 
that we have represented, we simply say, buy 
and examine it. And we would say to every 
Christian family in the land, and wherever the 
English language is spoken—procure a copy. 
We would say to every young man in our col- 
leges and academies, study it, and you shall 
reap your reward. We would merely say fur- 
ther, that the London Tract Society have testi- 
fied their approbation of the book, by giving it 
a place among their bound volumes.—N. E. 
Puritan. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Resumption iN the Banks in 
Philadelphia, with the exception of those that clo- 
sed their doors under the run of Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week, resumed specie payments on 
Friday, 18th instant, their number is nine: as‘ fol- 
lows: Philadelphia, North America, Commercial, 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’, Southwark, Northern Li- 
berties, Western, Kensington, and Germantown. 
The demand fur specie was not extensive, and the 
amounts that came in were quite equal to those paid 
out. The amount of specie held by the resumin 
banks is estimated at more than two millions of dol- 
lars, while their-circulation and deposites are but 
little greater. 
The nine banks above named, hada meeting by 
delegates on Thursday evening, 17th instant, and re- 
solved to receive specie and the notes of specie pay- 
ing bawks in deposit, and in payment of debts, and 
to pay out specie or their own notes exclusively. 
he notes of the following banks are received in 
deposit at Philadelphia, by the resuming banks : — 
Easton Bank, Bank of Delaware, Miners’ Bank,’ 
Bank of Delaware County, Mechanics’ Bank, Bur- 
lington; Doylestown ; Farmers’ Bank, Wilmington; 
Union do. Delaware; Farmers’ do. Newcastle; 
Lancaster Co Bank, do.; Exchange Bank, br. 
at Hollidaysburgh; Salem Banking Company; Wiil- 


Farmers’ Bank of Delaware, Dover; Do. do. 
Georgetown ; Germantown; State Bank of Camden. 

The Mechanics’, Penn Township, Moyamensing, 
and Manufacturers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, all closed 
ewes two days, Wednesday and Thursday of last 
wee 

The Mechanics’ Bank directors met on Thursday 
evening, 17th inst., and resolved to receive the notes 
and certificates of the bank, and the checks of de-' 
positors, in payr ent of debts due the institution. 

The directors of the Moyamensing Bank, have 
pee a statement, showing their circulation to 

$122,210, their deposites $72,187, and their debts 
to banks $41,501. Of assets they show bills dis- 
counted $396,714, specie $33,638, banking house, 
and real estate about $20,000, due from banks 


means to satisfy the holders of their own issues, and 
the depositors, and a very short time will enable the 
bank to make a just settlement. — 


Suspenpep anD Broxen Banxs in 
—The following banks in Philadelphia are closed 
at this time, and their notes selling at a discount 
varying from fifteen to sixty per cent;—Bank of the 
United States, Bank of Pennsylvania, .Mechanics’ 
Bank, Bank of Penn Township, Girard Bank, Ma- 
nufacturers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, Meyamensing 


ion ‘ 


- Claimed by them as mail contractors, the jury 


mington and Brandywine; Bank of Smyrna, do.; | 


} the feet in warm water.—Concord 
Pennsyivania State Taxes.—The amount of| & 


$137,500. ‘The directors say the bank has ample| 


Country Banxs.— tes from fourteen of 
the accepting banks in the Eastern part of the state 
of Pennsylvania, met at Lancaster on Thursday, 17th 
instant. They passed a resolution, thatthe banks 
which accepted the provisions of the Relief Law, 
were not affeeted by the late Resumption Act of the 
Legislatore. And another, that they would prepare 


for resumption at the eartiest periodpracticable, and 


that in the mean time, they would reeeive each 
others notes. 
Tue Expctorrne Exprpition.—Among the pas- 
sengers who reached New Orleans on the 10th inst., 
from Vera Cruz, were Lieut. Robert E; Johnson, 
Simon Blunt, and Dr. Charles Gillou, of the United 
States Navy, and P. Brinsmade, Esq., United States 
Consul at Sandwich Islands. The Exploring Squad- 
ron may be expected home about the month of July. 
They left the Sandwich Islands on the 27th of No- 
vember, bound to Manilla via the Zooloo Sea, thence 
to Singapore, and touching at Rio Janeira, will pro- 
ceed directly to the United States—officers and crew 
geoeraliz in good health. The U.S. Consul, Mr. 


rinsmade, bears despatches from the Commodore} 


of the Exploring Expedition to the Government at 
Washington. Signe of very great improvement in 
the social and political condition of the Sandwich 
Islands are visible. Experiments were in succcss-| 
ful progress apparently for creating a constitutional 
government, and adopting, generally, the usages of 
enlightened nations in the management’ef affairs of 
the country. - 

Tae Orance Trees—The St. Augystine news 
of the 5th mentions that the city is again perfumed 
with the delicious odour of the orange blossoms, 
which have burst upon all the trees, It is added 
that a full crop of oranges may be expected in the 
fall, the prospect being very favourable, as the sea- 
son has been so mild. = 


TrEMPERANCE/AMONG THE StupENTs.—The stu- 
dents of the University of Virginia have formed a 
Temperance Society, of which Wm, P. Munford, 
of Richmond, is President. Ata very interesting 
meeting held some weeks since, about one hundred 
individuals igre the pledge, among whom were 
about twenty ladies. 

Girard Banx.—The Girard Bank of Philadel- 
phia made a general assignment of all its assets on 
Wednesday, 16th inst. to Charles S. Boker, Henry 
Horn, and Charles Ruvan. The assignment has been 
approved by the Court. ‘The immediate prompting 
object to this movement, we understand, was to shut 
off the Western Bank, which had commenced suit 
against it for $20,000. | 

Towanpa Banx.—The Bradford county, (Pa.) 
Porter says—* The stockholders of this institution 
held an adjourned meeting on Wednesday last, at 
which a report was made by a majority of the com- 
mittee appointed to investigate its affairs. We un- 
derstand that two of the committee—Mes=rs. Piotett 
and Bullock arrived at the conclusion, that the as- 
sets of the bank were more than sufficient to redeem 
all its liabilities. Mr. Tracey, the other member of 
the committee, dissenting.” The stockholders ac- 
cepted the report of the majority, but passed a reso- 
Jution not to publish the report at present.” 


Fient witn a Staver.—The New Orleans pa- 
pers mentioned a few days ago the report of a fight 
off Havana, between a British brig of war and a 
slaver, in which the former was beaten off. The 
particulars have since been published. The slaver 
was full of slaves and heavily armed. She beat off 
the brig of war after a short fight. The Solway, 
one of the West India mail stéamers, of the size of 
the Clyde, fired up on. perceiving the engagement, 
with the intention of going to the assistance of the 
brig, but relinquished her object on seeing the brig 
decline coming to close quarters with the bold slaver. 
It is believed that the slaver is the former barque 
J. Ellis, of New York, and is owned by the captain 
and owner of the Clara, captured in 1838 by.H. B. 
M. brig Buzzard. ned 


A New Prosectite.—lIt is stated that Mr. Colt, 
the celebrated inventor of the revolving pistol, has 
been engaged for some time, under the authority of 
the Secretary of the Navy, in making experiments 


one, } in guns, pistoia, sbelle, bombs, 
r. 


and, 
meuts of war. Colt has just made a diséovery 
of a new projectile, by which he can, with a single 
steamer, defend the harbour of New York against 
a whole fleet of British ships and steamers. It is 
said he can ignite a destructive shel] under water, aj 
the distance of ten miles in a few seconds. 

principle is founded on that of the electric fluid. 


Srocxton & Co. vs. Kenpatu.—In the United 
States Circuit Court for the city of Washington, 
the case of Stockton, Stokes & Co. vs. Amos Ken- 
dall, late Postmaster General, against whom the 
plaintiffs brought an action for damages, arising 
from his withholding payment of certain moneys 
on 
Friday returned a verdict of eleven thousand dollars 
damages for the plaintiffs. A statement was hand- 
ed to the Courtand entered upon the minutes,declar- 
ing that the verdict was given onthe ground that the 
acts complained of were illegal, and not that the de- 
fendant performed them with any intent other than 
a desire faithfully to perform the duties of his office 
of Postmaster General, and to protect the public in- 
terests. 

Picktep Turkeys.—A new article made its ap- 

earance in our markety yesterday—pickled turkeys 
rom North $1 to $1.25 a pair. lt was 
fond that they drove too slowly to keep up with 


the wagons, and they were therefore killed, salted, 


and pickled like pork.—Charleston Courier. 


"Tue Great Siavery Case—Parice vs. Pennsyi- 
VANIA.— The Washington Correspondent®f the Bos- 
ton Atlas gives the following statement of the facts 
on which this case arose : 

‘A gentleman residing in Maryland, near the 
Pennsy!vauia line, had waived the services of an aged 
pair of his slaves, and allowed them to reside upon 
a corner of his estate, in substantial though not lega/ 
freedom, for some years. While thus living, a daugh- 
ter was bern to them, who was allowed to grow up 
in the same state of liberty which they themselves 
enjoyed, till she arrived at years of maturity, when 
she married a free negro of Pennsylvania, and went 
with him to reside in that State. ‘They had several 
children, and no molestation was offered til] after the 
death of the original owner of the woman, when his 
heir made an attempt to regain her and her offspring. 
With this design, he arrested and carried them! be- 
fore a magistrate, who decided that under the Jaw of 
Pennsylvania he had no jurisdiction of the case. 
The owner then seized the woman and children in 
the night, and while her husband was absent, and 
forcibly carried them over the line to his own estate, 
where he detained them in slavery. For this of- 
fence he was indicted in Pennsylvania, and deman- 
ded by the Governor of the Executive of Maryland. 
Correspondence ensued between the two Governors, 
from which sesulted the present amicable suit which 
was first tried in an inferior court, and thence remov- 
ed to the present tribunal. The law of Congress of 


1793 allows the owner of fugitive slaves at any time 


to arrest and carry them beforea justice of the peace, 
and to give his own testimony to the facts upon 
which he claims tohold them. In 1836 the State of 
Pennsylvania passed a law, by the advice and with 
approval of commissioners appointed by Maryland, 
to consuJt with the former Government in the prem- 
ises, by which it was provided that the owner of 
fugitive slaves, found in Pennsylvania, should carry 
them before a Judge wf the County Court, and support 
his claim against them by disiuterested testimony 
only.” 

Cottece Burnt.—Jefferson College, Louisiana, 
was burnttothe ground, onthe 6thinst. It was 
the property of the State, and the cost of building 
and furniture was upwards of $150,000. A library 
of 7000 volumes, with a chemical laboratory, was 
in the college. 

Remepy ror Bueepinc.—A physician of exten. 
sive practice tells us that a prompt and effectual 
remedy for violent bleeding at the nose, is to soak 
Freeman. 


taxes received into the State Treasury during the 
last four months is as follows: 

Dec. 31, 1841, received from sendry County 
Treasurers, during this month, _ $178,804 27 
Jan. 31, 1842, do. do. do. 54,503 82 


The} 


Feb.28, do dam do, do, 12,893 02 
Mar. 14, do do. do. do. 27,649 00 
$273,850 11 


Tornapo.—The Mobile papers mention a t..rnado 
which passed ‘Tuscaloosa on the morning of the 2d 
inst. The part of the town back of the State House 
suffered severely, the hcuses being prostrated and 
the inmates buried in the ruins, One young lady 
is ascertained to have been killed. 
give the following as the loss sustained by the tor- 
nado. Mrs. Levin, $8000; Capt. Cummings, $5000; 
Capt. Kidder, $5000: Wm. Hawn, (now occupied 
by Mr. Fonville,) $1500; Mr. Fiteh, $500; Mrs. 


serious injury however, was that sustained by G. R. 


papers). 
‘pain. It is impossible in the present confusion to as- 


one warriors and fifty-seven women and children,| 


have come in and surrendered to Major Beiknap. 
This it is thought will give a new face to the affairs 
of Florida, and tend materially to termidate the war. 
Twenty-three settlers with their baggage and slaves, 
aud one with his family, have crossed the Withla- 


coochee on their way to the Annuktiliga Hammock,} 


to open a settlement. Nine Indians have come into 
‘Tampa from the Kissimmee region. . ‘The notorious 
chief Short-Grass, with his son-in-law and their 
families, have been captured. 
Buirisn Steamers on THE Coast.— We are glad 
to perceive that prompt notice has been taken in Con- 
gress on the introduction of British Steamers into 
our coastwise communications. On Tuesday 15th: 


inst. Mr. Stanley submitted the following resolu-| 


tions: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House whether, in his opin- 
ion, any further provision by law is necessary to 
secure to American ships and vessels the coasting 
trade of the United States, and also the conveyance 
of passengers from one port thereof to another. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General of the 
United States be directed to inform the House 
whether, in his opinion, any further provision by law 
is necessary to secure the Post Office Department 
from loss arising froin the transmission of letters b 
private persons coastwise from one part of the Uni- 
ted States to another. 

These resolutions were adopted, as was also an- 
other, offered by Mr. Botts, to the following effect: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the navigation laws as to prevent inter- 
ference or competition on the part of foreign steam- 
ers with the revenue laws of the United States, by 
the transmission of letters from one point of the 
United States to another. . 

There appears to be a perfect unanimity of opin- 
ion on the impolicy of permitting the British steam-| 
ers of the West India Line to carry the mails be- 
tween the ports of the United States. The above 
resolutions are quoted with yeneral approbation by 
the newspaper press throughout the country, and the 
hope is, that measures may be adopted which wii] 
promptly and effectually put a stop to an enterprize 
which confers no benefit upon our commerce to com- 
pensate for the dangerous presence of most formid- 
able vessels of war into all our principal harbours. 


Trape Sate.—The Booksellers’ an- 
nual ‘Trade sale was held last week at Philadelphia. 
The number of the craft present was large, the bid- 
dings spirited, the sales heavy, and the prices, the 
times considered, very satisfactory. The sales were 
about $200,000. A 

New Yorx City Arrairs.—The report of the 
Comptroller to the New York City Conncils, states 
the entire cash means of the City Corporation for 
the past year at $6,086,638.05. The payments made 
were $6.019,133.98; leaving a balance in the trea- 
sury of $67,504.07. The cost of the City Govern- 
ment, including the repair of its property, and the 
election expenses, was $1,240,227.52 over and above 
its ordinary revenue; which is $153,909.03 less than 
the estimated deficiency on which the tax was found- 
ed. The water debt has been increased $2,429,492 
and amounts at present to $10,232,761. The Fire 
Indemnity debt has been increased $56,000. On all 
other accounts a reduction has taken place which 
amounts to $970,598.45. The liabilities of the Cor- 
poration, on all other accounts, exclusive of the City 
Stocks, held by the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, is $2,280,022.15. Its active means amount 
to $2,315,433.56. The Real Estate owned by the 
Corporation is valued at $21,722,516.32. The tax- 
able property in the county is estimated at $252,- 
194,920 

Tue Cuoctraws.—A correspondent of the New 
Orleans: Bee, writing from the Kiamechia River, 
which at its mouth is twelve hundred miles above 
the junction of the Red River on the Mississippi, 
affords an agreeable picture of the condition of the 
Choctaw nation.—It is stated that the improvement 
of these Indians, in the habits of civilized life is rap- 
id and substantial. ‘They are engaged chiefly in ag- 


ricultural labours, devoting their attention advanta-| 


geously to the cultivation of cotton, They will send 
to New Orleans this spring about two hundred 
bales. 
stances, enjoying the comforts of excellent homes. 
In their habits they are generally moral, and many 
of them are strictly religious, extending their devo- 
tional practices to the offering of thanks at meals 
and other domestic acts of piety. T'o strangers they 
are kind and hospitable. -So favourably impressed 
was the writer in question, with the character and 
conduct of these persecuted people, that he thinks 
his countrymen might well take lessons from them 
to know and enjoy the best sources of happiness in 
civilized society. 


CHANGE IN THE Rates or Postace.—The Post- 
master General has submitted for the consideration 
of the Committee on Post Offices, &c., two bills. 
The one proposes to change the rates of postage so 
as to make them conform to the federal coin. The 
rates now charged are six cents, ten cents, twelve 
and a half cents, eighteen and three quarter cents, 
and twenty-five cents, for single letters, Itis propos- 
ed to charge five and ten cents, twenty and twenty- 
five cents. This is, in fact, an important reduction’ 
upon all rates of postage below eighteen and three 
quarter cents. It is proposed to charge letters, now 
paying eighteen and three quarter cents, twenty 
cents, and reduce the rate of twelve and a half toten 
and six tofive. This is as great a reduction as it 
would be safe to make at this time. The other bill 
is designed to reach the evil and relieve the depart- 
ment from the burden, or, in other words, to indem- 
nify it for the expenses of transporting these immense 
mammoth sheets assuming the name and appearance 
of newspapers, but which, in fact, are in most cases’ 
a reprint of books. Mr. Wickliffe says—* I have 
adopted the principle of charging newspapers by the 
square inch. I would suggest the largest size news- 
paper printed in the United States as the size which 
is to pay the rate of postage now charged upon 
newspapers by the law of 1825. All sizes above 
are required to pay one cent for every five square 
inches over that size.”’ 

Tue Creove Case.—An article in the Madisonian, 
remarking upon the debate in the English House of 
Lords, on the case of the Creole, says, that the re- 
marks of Lord Aberdeen. and ‘the other Lords, 
** were founded entirely upon the principle, univer- 
sally admitted to have been established by the law 
of nations, thatin the absence of treaty stipulations 
to that effect, no power has a right to demand of an- 
other the restitution of criminal fugitives from Jas- 
tice.”’ The same doctrine, the writer remarks, is 
constantly held by the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States, but he adds, * this doctrine does not dis- 
pose of, and, indeed, does not touch the case of the 
Creole. In that case, if United States has made 
no demand for the rest@fation of fugitives from jus- 
tice, and consequently makes no complaint of the 
refusal of such demands.” 


following interesting intelli- 
genceshas just been received by the Corresponding 
Secretary of the New York State Colonization So- 
ciety :—A gentleman in-the South is ready to send, 
on-the first of May next, to Liberia, from eighty to 
eighty-five slaves, estimated at the value of $150,000, 
and of the most promising character. They are re- 
presented as the most valuable acquisition which 
the colony of Liberia has ever received into her bo- 
som, and would tend in a higher degree to the ad- 
vancement of her best interests than ten times their 
nuinber would do, taken generally through the Uni- 
ted States, saying nothing of their moral and reli- 
gious character, (which merits high commendation.) 


They have been reared in habits of order and indus-| 


try ; most of them read well, some write, and several 
among them, both male and female, are capable of 
becoming schoo) teachers. But for their talents as 
artizans, mechanics, agriculturists, sugar makers, 
&c., blacksmiths, carpenters, masons, &c., they are 
emphatically the population which Liberia stands 
reatly in need of, and who are fitted to advance her 
interests. About fifty-five are adults, and the resi. 
due children, from six years upward. Some of the 
men are preachers of the gospel. 

A Destructive Fire at Co.umsus, (Groreta.) 
—The Columbus (Geo.) Inquirer, of the 16th inst., 
gives an account of a most destructive fire at that 
place, which concludes with the following particu- 
lars: —Several persons were more or Iss injured in 
the blowing up of the buildings. The only very 


Harlburt, Esq., Professor of Music. In his daring 
attempt to- blow up the brick drug store, he was 
caught in the ruins and escaped narrowly with his 
life. We understand his thigh was badly fractured. 
He was conveyed from the scene in great agony of 


eertain the amount of the loss which the city has 


‘month; and thé Pittsburgh papers of the 16th an- 


the attorney general. The Merchants’ Bank has 


Many of these Indians are in easy circum-|. 


edge of the great choiera grave yard, neither the 


suffered by this conflagration. Probably not far from 
$100,000. The streets are covered with goods, 


New York is 1755. The number in New England 
is 2194. In the Middle States, including the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the number is 1953. In the other 
States the number is 634, of which 181 are in Ala- 
bama, and 132 in Illinois. The number of appli- 
cants who were members of mercantile firms is far 
greater in Rhode Island, in proportion to the entire 
number of applicants in that District, than in either 
of the other Districts. Of the applicants six are fr- 
males.—NV. Journal of Com. 

Canau Navicarion,—The Pennsylvania canals} 
have been opened for navigation since the first of the 


nounce the arrival there of boats from Philadelphia, 
freighted with merchandize. 

Tre Girarp Trust.—A majority of the commit-} 
tee of the Legislature of Pennsy!vania, in relation to 
the Girard ‘Trust, have reported to the Legislature, 
that a large amount of the money has been squander-| 
ed, and recommend that proceedings be commenced 
in an adjoining county. against the corporation of the 
city of Philadelphia for the recovery of the same. 
Mr. Crabb is to make a minority report on the same 
subject. 

Tae Ice Trape.—Pittsburgh papers announce the 
arrival of a steamboat freighted with ice from down 
the river; and a cargo of 100 tons of ice recently ar- 
rived at Cincinnati from the Illinois river, which 
sold readily at auction at $4.25 to $6.25 per ton. 

Banxs.—The New Qrleans papers) 
of the [0th inst. state that the new bank bill has be- 
come a law, and under its provisions the Exchange, 
Atchafalaya and Orleans banks have been closed by 


closed its doors, and the Louisiana and Union Banks 
have been-sued for a forfeiture of their charters. 
The Bulletin of the 12th inst. remarks: “To-day 
the Exchange Bank notes are dull at 60 discount; 
Orleans were sold yesterday at 50 discount; and now 
cannot be sold at that—dealers generally offering, 
only 30 cents on the dollar, for either of the two. 
Atchafalaya has been in great demand at 55 discount; 
but, with the rest is sinking down. ‘The Improve- 
ment Bank clings to life with more tenacity. Its 
notes at present rate at 30 discount. 

_ CommerciaL or Natcuez.—The checks of 
the Commercial Bank of Natchez has been dishon- 
oured by the Merchant’s Bank at New Orleans. A 
letter from the cashier of the first mentioned institu- 
tion states that at the time of the refusal, the Mer-" 
chant’s Bank was indebted $150,000 to the Com- 
mercial Bank for deposites made to meet the very 
drafts, the payment of which was refused. The 
Cashier also states.that other means will be provided 
for the payment of the checks of the Commercial 
Bank. 

Destructive Fire.—A fire occurred on Monday, 
among some stabling, in Charlestown, Mass., which 
destroyed six or seven buildings, and burnt /en horses 
to death. | 

Wueat Crop or Onto.—The Cleveland Herald 
of the 15th says, it has information that the wheat 
crop in Ohio has seldom appeared better in the early 
Spring. than this season. The quantity sown last 
fall was probably ten per cent. greater than the year 
previous. 

Rossery.—The Lexington Intelligencer 
says that the great Eastern mail, containing checks 
and money to a considerable amount, mailed in this 
city on the 22d Febuary, has been opened and the 
letters, with the enclosures, abstracted. The rest 
of the mail arrived in due course. The amount 
already discovered to have been taken is about 
$40,000. The robbery is supposed to have been per- 
petrated ‘beyond Wheeling. These are all the par- 
‘ticulars which have been ascertained. 


Mormon Emicrants.—The ship Tremont, which 
arrived at New Orleans on the 10th from Liverpool, 
brought out about}150 emigrants for the Mormon| 
settlement of Nauvoo, in Illinois. 

Ricuts or Banxrupts.—Judge Betts, of New 
York, has decided that articles of jewelry belonging 
to a bankrupt, do not come under the description of 
wearing apparel, and if not set apart by the assignee, 
must be surrendered to him. Articles of a. similar 
nature, belonging to the bankrupt’s wife, if they be- 
Jonged to her before i 
signee; or, if they were presented to her since then, 
and are such as are suitable to her condition and cir- 
cumstances in life, they may likewise be retained. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


du not vest in the ae-} 


FROM MEXICO. 

Accounts from the city of Mexico to the 27th of 
February have been received at New Orleans. Mr. 
Lumsden, one of the editors of the Picayune, having 
returned from his mission to that edpital; also Mr. 
McRae, the bearer of despatches from our Govern- 
ment. The state of commercial affairs was exceed- 
ingly embarrassed and critical. Santa Ana had is- 
sued an order suspending the payment of all Gov- 
ernment debts except t#® English claim, and that of 
the tobacco fund. ‘The measure was extremely un- 
popular, and caused great commotion in the public 
mind. The foreign functionaries were taking mea- 
sures in consequence. ‘The revenues of the Gov- 


ernment were equal to but a fourth of the expendi-| | 


ture. 

The Government paper had published a corres- 
pondence between Santa Ana and the Texian agents, 
General Hamilton, and Colonel Bee, with a vehe- 
ment appeal to all good Mexicans to join in the war 
against ‘Texas. 

The letter of General Hamilton urges upon Santa 
Ana—with a liberal administration of flattery—the 
hopelessness of a war ‘with Texas, in which, the 
General assures him, all the inhabitants of the val- 
ley of the Mississippi will take part against Mexico, 
and earnestly advises him to recognize the indepen- 
dence of the single-starred Republic. He also 
throws in a word in favour of the Santa Fe prisan- 
ers, and advises a submission to the arbitration of 
Great Britain, or the United States. | 

Santa Ana replies at great length, with civil ex- 
pressions to General Hamilton, but with plenty of 
wrath against the ungrateful Texians. Touching the 
prisoners, he insists that the expedition was hostile 
in its objects and character, and says that they have 
been treated as prisoners of war, which he'contends| 
they are. The proposed arhitration he rejects, and 
dectares that the wrongs of Mexico can be righted 
only by the sword, to which he will appeal, undis- 
mayed by the General’s threat about the inhabitants} 
of the Mississippi valley. 

The second detachment of the Santa Fe prisoners 
arrived at Mexico on the 10th of Febuary. Mr. 
Kendall was at first confined in a convent, but was 
afterwards removed to a hospital, in consequence of 
severe illness, Mr. Ellis, the U. S. Minister, had 
made. a demand for his liberation, but 
evasive answers only had been returned. 

Mr. Falconer, an Englishman, attached to the 


Santa Fe Expedition in an official character, was 
liberated at the request of the British minigfgr, before} 
he reached the Mexican capital. G. Van Ness, a 
Texan, secretary of the Santa Fe commissioners,| 
was liberated through the agency of Tornell, the 
Minister of war, (formerly minister to the United 
States,) in consequence of civilities extended to that 
minister by Mr. Van Ness’s relations. 

A letter in the Commercial] Bulletin thas describes| 
the treatment and condition of the prisoners:—I have 
purposely delayed speaking of the ‘I’exan prisoners 
from the Santa Fe expedition. These unfortunate 
men are still prisoners, condemned to chains and 
labour like common convicts; they are still huddled 
together in the old church of St. Jago, and are daily 
marched out to work in the drains and sewers of the 
city. I am happy to be able to inform you that 
despite their unwholesome position, upon the very 


effluvia arising from the remains of 40,000 putrid 
bodies, the hardships of their labour, the severity of 
their confinement, nor the depression of their spirits 
under these accumulated ills, have produced any 
extensive disease amiong them. 


FROM AFRICA. 
By the arrival of the Naumkeag at Salem, the 
intelligence of the safe arrival of the Amistad. Afri- 


cans is particularly given. They were landed onj—~ 


the 18th of January at Freetown, with the mission- 
aries, all in good health. . 

The Boston Advertiser affords the following news: 
It is stated that the river Noonez was in a state of 
blockade by the French. In consequence of many 
aggressions on the persons and property of the mer- 
chants in this place, they have made repeated ealls 
on the French government, and there are now in 
front of the royal mud palace two French men-of- 
war, demanding of his majesty satisfaction for past 
offences, and to enter into a treaty for future good 
treatment of French subjects. ‘They have given the} 


king forty-eight hours to comply, or war is declared.| 
In case of a final refusal, I learn that the river will 
be blockaded and prisoners made of all his Majesty’s 
(coloured) subjects. | 


a 


March 23.—Sales of Howard street Flour 
Maryln reds were quoted at $1 a 81.10 per bushel. Salcs 
of at 55a 56 cenis; a Vir- 
ginia mi at cents. Several cargoca of Virginia 
Valis, were rold at 40 a 41 cents, 


PRESBYTERIAL MEBTINGS. 


Presbytery of Carlisle, 

The Presbytery of Carlisle will hold their next stated 
meeting, int Church at Dilleburg, Pa., the 
second ‘Tuesday of April, at eleven o'clock, A. M. Pastors 
and Sessions are hereby reminded that, at this meeting, they 
and to have ull statistical reports of their res 
tive James C, Watson, Clerk. 


Presbytery of Newcastle. 


The Presbytery of Newcastle will meet, divine per- 
mission, in the Presbyterian Church of Leacock, on the se- 
cond ‘'uesday of April, (22th) at 12 o'clock, M., and will be 
opened with a sermon Rev. S, R. Wynk At this 
meeting, Sessional recotds will be received ; full statistical 
reports (in the form recently adopted, with an additional co- 
lumn for miscellaneous collections,) will be called for ; con- 
tributions tv the Commissioners’, Contingent, and Presbyte- 
rial funds expected ; and the performance of the respective 
duties of pastors and congregations towards each other in- 
quired into. Rosert P. DuBois, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Marion, 
Stands adjourned to meet in the Church of Liberty, on the 
first ‘Tuesday of April next, at 11 o'clock, A.M. 
Joun A. Dunxap, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Miami, 


Stands adjourned to meet in the First Presbyterian Church, 
in Dayton, on the second Tuesday (12th.) of April next, at 
two o'clock, P. M. James C, Barnes, Staled Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Lancaster, 


Stands adjourned to meet in Cumberland, on the second 
Tuesday of April next, at three o'clock, P. M. 
James Cu.Bertson, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Blairsville, 


Stands adjourned to meet at Poke Run, on the second Tues- 
day (12th,) of April, at twoo’clock, P.M. 


The Presbytery of Washington, 


Stands adjourned to meet at Mill Creek, on the third Tuesday 
of April next, at eleven o'clock, A. M. 
J. EaGuirson, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Steubenville, 


Will hold its stated Spring meeting, at the Ridge, on the first — 


Tuesday of April, at eleven o'clock, A. M. | 
Cuarues C. Beatry, Stated Clerk. 


Presbytery of Kaskaskia. 


The P. tery of Kaskaskia, will mtet at Chester, Ilh- 
nois, on the third Friday in April next, at two o'clock, P. M. 
B. F. Spinman, Stated Clerk. 
Sabbath Evening Services. 
The following Table shows the Sabbath Evenings of each 


month, on which the respective Presbyterian Churches in 
Philadelphia, (so far as we have been informed,) hold their 
regular monthly Evening services. 

CHURCHES. PASTORS. EVENINGS. 
2d Church, Rev. Dr. Cuyler, Ist Sabbath of month. 
Central Church, Rev. Dr. McDowell, 1st do. 


8th Charch, Rev. Mr. Macklin, Ist do. 
4th Church, Rev. Mr. Loughridge, 2d do. 
7th Church, Rev. Mr. Lack 2d do. 
6th Charch, Rev. Mr. Jones, 3d do. 
9th Church, Rev. Mr. Tudehope, 3d do. 


Walnut st.Ch. Rev. Mr. Boardman, the last do. 
Sixth street Ch. Rev. Mr. Janeway, every Sabbath evening. 


| Bible Cause. 

I would gratefully acknowledge the kindness of “a 
Friend,” by whose contribution of Fifteen Dollars, I have 
been made a Life Member of the “ Philadelphia Young 
Men's Bible Society.” The Certificate was received last 
week. May the Lord reward that friend with the full en- 
joyment of the blessings of that precious 1 which is 
thus circulated. Tuomas G. ALLEN. 


DIED. 


In Lambertville, New Jersey, on the morni 
of January, 1842, Mrs. HELENA FIDLER, wife o 
B. Fidler, in the 25th year of her age 

This event, which removed from among us a beloved 
friend and Christian i 


of the 13th 
r. Thomas 


the mere announcement of her % 
Mrs. Fidler wasa daughter of the Hon. George Holcombe, 
who died in 1828, while a member of Congress from New 
Jersey. ‘Thus early in life she was deprived of the counsels 
of an excellent father, and in seven years from that time she 
Was called to follow to the grave an equally excellent mo- 
—— in Just seven years more she herseli was laid in the 


Mrs. Fidler possessed a strong mind and much decision of 
character; she knew what was right, and was not afraid to 
act in obedience to her judgment. She also possessed great 


evenness of temper, never, or very seldom, giving way in | 


the least degree to anger, let the exciting cause be what it 
might, or in other words, she had what many have not, a per- 
‘fect control and command over herself. 

The writer of this article knew her well, and has seen her 
under many Circumstances, some of them very trying, but 
under them all she maintained the same steadiness of pur- 

—the same calmness—the same loveliness of disposition. 

All who knew her were most sincerely attached to her, as 
was abundantly shown in her last illness. which was long 
and painful, The attentions of a large circle of acquaint- 
ances during the whole of her illness was constant and un- 
remitted, jt seemed as though her neighbours could not do 
enough for her. ‘The secret was, they loved the object of 
ey attentions, and were anxious to smooth her passage to 


But it was her Christian character that adorned her most. 
It was that, that added softness to her disposition, and threw 
a charm around all her actions. She was a member of Rev. 
Mr. Studdiford’s church in this place, (Presbyterian) and in 
all things adorned the doctrine she profes ed, and recom- 
mended dy all her conduct the religion of Je... 

‘She submitted with Christian resignation to all the deal- 
ings of Providence. A short time previous to her death, she 
was called to part with a beloved child, cut down as an early 
flower. But though a mother’s heart overflowed with ten- 
en she did not complain, knowing that the Lord had 
-done it. 


a tender husband and two children, besides many other 
friends dear to her heart, no murmur escaped her lips—no 
complaint was heard. 

But bright as her Christian character was during life, it 
shone out still brighter as her earthly career drew to a close. 
As her candle was about going out, it was enlivened up with 
redoubled brilliancy, and shot forth new rays of light, not 
only upon those around, but to chase away the shadows of 
the dark valley, and guide her own feet to the shores of the 
heavenly Canaan. Her Saviour, who had been her guide in 
life, was near her in this trying hour, and his honour and 
glory and the welfare of those dear to her lay near her heart. 

Almost with her last breath she urged a beloved sister to 
seek Jesus as her Saviour. Immediately after which she re- 
peated with an audible veice: | 

Jesus can make a eying bod. 
Feel soft as downy pillars are ; 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 
and with the last words of this verse, her breath departed, 
and her soul ascended to God who gave it. How sweet it 
must have been to enter into the presence of her Saviour with 


those beautiful words trembling on her tongue—to pass from | 


the pains of earth, to the bliss of heaven, singing through the 
vulley to the praise of her Redeemer. 

This notice has been written, in the hopes that it might 
meet oe of some who have never yet chosen Jesus as 
their friend, and that her —_ may lead them without 
delay to prepare for a peaceful death and a happy ome 4 


On Wednesday, 16th instant, at the residence of his father, 
in Chester county, Pennsylvania, Ropgrr Cocuran Kam- 


say, aged 28 years. 

In the death of this man, the family, the Church, 
the Sabbath school, the community in which he lived, 
have suffered a severe bereavement. e first born of his 
parents, he was their joy and comfort. In the family he was 
dearly beloved. In the circle of his acquaintance, no one 
was more highly esieemed. In the Church he was exem- 
plary; and in all the intercourse of life, cheerful, amiable, 
He last sickness, which continued 

n two months, with great patience, and ing the 
whole of it seemed tu enjoy unshaken confidence 2 Ga his 
Redeemer. When near his end, he was asked, “Is the Sa- 
viour near to you? Can you rejoice in him?” and he an- 
swered with promptness, 
calm and his strength sufficient, he called the whole family 
around him, and to each one addressed an a iate and 
solemn exhortation, os to those who have not yet 
given themselves to the , Urging upon all, the vast im- 
portance of an immediate and constant discharge of the du- 
ties of religion. 

To his mother he said, “ Mother, when I was small you 
taught me w pray. I thank forit.” He was a wise son. 
His memory will not soon be forgotien ; nor will his place 
soon be filled. ‘The memory of the just is blessed. - 

“ Like other tyrants death delights to smite : 

_ What smitten, most ims the pride of power 

And arbitrary now. His joy supreme, 

To bid the wretch, survive the fortunate, 

_ The feeble wrap the athletic in his shrond ; 

‘And weeping fathers build their children’s tomb: 

/ what though short thy date? 

Virtue, not rolling suns, the mind matures, 

_ ‘That life is tong which answers life's great end. 

"The tree that bears no fruit, deserves no name; 

* The man of wisdom is the man of years.” H. 

NEY PUBLICATIONS.—Just published, and for sale 

by Hunry Perkins, No. 134 Chestnut street, Philadel- 

ia, Life of Lorenze de Medici, called the Magnificent 

m. Roscoe, from —_ edition, core 5 
Lectures on Agricultural Chemistry and G 5 ames 
P. W. M. A. F. B.38.S. L.& E. Fellow of the 
Geological Society, &c. &c. Reader of Chemistry and Mi- 
neralogy in the University of Durham. 12mo. Ameri- 
can Almanac and Repustiory of Useful Knowledge, for the 
year 1842, Proverbial thoughts and ar- 

umenis angus treated. By Martin 
A.M, The jars Companion ; containing exercises 
in the orthography, derivation, and classification of English 
Arranged on the basis of Butter’s Ety ieal Ex- 
positor. A new edition, énlarged and improved. mar26 


bbi, City Mills $5.25. No Wheat in market. | 


, seems to deserve a passing notice be- © 
death 


Again, when called upon herself to follow her in- — 
fant to the world of spirits, although she was to leave behind _ 


“O yes.” “While his mind was — 


‘arquhar Tupper, 
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them,. “Instead of being matter for exultation. 
“qaiaaions tre to evcry Christian heart. fit- 
The Charch of Rome herself never sent out | 
missions go’ thoroughly repugnant to the spirit 
and prec of the gospel. tis a melancholy 
spect future history of the world 
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